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From The Pres…Under The Hood…. 
Spring is here! Let’s hope for warm, sunny weather so that we can all play with our 
Mopars. As I put the final touches on this issue, the forecast calls for 70 degree weather on 
Saturday!

Our new meeting location has been a huge hit! We’re still meeting on the second Monday 
of each month, but now at Roman Delight in Warminster. Details in this issue.

Finally, a word that dues are now, well, due for 2019.  
 
                                                                 Till the next time… Matt Morris

Under The Hood 
Steve Tippy’s 2010 Challenger SRT-8

Often, a story is best told by those that 
lived it. So, here’s Steve’s story about 
Challengers…especially his 2010 SRT-8.  
 
Ever since my high school days, I always 
wanted a Dodge Challenger. Finally, in 
1974, I bought a 1970 Challenger with a 
383 Magnum and automatic transmission.

It was a bare-bones Challenger, with 
almost no options…but I had my 
Challenger!  If it only would’ve had air 
conditioning! 
 
It was dark green metallic with a green 
interior and green vinyl top.
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After a few years, it was just too hot in the 
summer to drive around…so we parted 
ways. That was about the end of my Mopar 
days.  
 
Fast forward to about 2008, when Dodge 
announced that they would be resurrecting 
the Challenger from the 1970s. Boy did 
they do a great job! I was in love with the 
new Challenger at first sight 
and started looking for a first 
year Challenger. With three 
colors available in 2008; 
orange, black and silver…I 
could get the color I wanted, 
but they were all equipped 
with automatic transmissions 
and I have to have a manual. I 
simply couldn’t find what I 
wanted.  
 
On 12/11/09, I ordered a 
2010 model from David 
Dodge. I ordered it with just 
about every option and drove 
it home on February 4, 2010. What a great 
ride home! 
 
I’ve only driven the Challenger sporadically 
and it currently only has 2400 miles. It’s 
been used mostly for car shows, cruise 
nights and pleasure drives.  
 
I’ve done some modifications to make it 
unique using both factory Mopar and 
aftermarket goodies. Matt Morris was 
helpful with getting many of these items 
installed. Also, knowing my OCD…he sends 
me text messages with pictures of the car 
apart just to drive me nuts.  
 
Perhaps now is a good time to mention 
that the pictures in these pages may show 
different options installed on my car. I’ve 
added lots of things over the years.  

So...how did this car get chosen?  We select a member’s name at random…and feature one of that member’s cars. 
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We’ve added:
• Mopar Cold Air Intake
• Mopar Air Filter Sock
• Polished Catch Can
• Hurst Short Throw Shifter Kit
• SRT Interior Aluminum Side Covers
• SRT Gauge Pillar Kits
• Aeroforce Gauges
• SRT Black Emblem Kit
• Chrome Side Marker Surrounds
• Lloyds SRT8 Floor Mats
• Llyods Trunk Mat
• Mopar Mudguards
• Dual Polish Aluminum Scoop 

Inserts
• Mopar Functional Hood Pins
• Rear Window Louvers
• Later Challenger Front Splitter
• Reverse Camera
• Mopar Strut Tower Brace
• Corsa Exhaust
• Sequential Tail Lights 
 
Since owning my Challenger, I was also able to 
attend the SRT Driving Class at Englishtown, which 
was a blast.  
 
I really wish Dodge would update the Challenger, 
the current body style has been out for 10 years 
and it’s time for a change. I guess there’s no rush 
for Dodge as over a half-million have been built 
since 2008.

 

2010 challenger notes 
By 2010, the Challenger was available in 3 trim levels: SE, R/T & SRT8. A 3.5l V-6 was the base engine, a 5.7 Hemi 
V8 was in the middle…with the 6.1L Hemi being tops for performance. Unlike the Challengers of years past, 
Sirius radio, heated front seats, navigation and much more was available for the modern Challenger.  
 
Folks that remembered the older Challys are loving the new versions with their combination of great 
performance in a car that can be driven everyday in comfort.
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LEGO-A-GO-GO!!! 
Speed Champions Mopar Set

Mopar enthusiasts all over are thrilled to see this 
new Lego set featuring a new Challenger and a classic 
Charger. Comes with all kinds of cool stuff, too. There’s 
a Christmas Tree,  drivers, flagman and much more. 

The package says it’s for people 7 and up…so we 
all can play!

NEW MEETING LOCATION!

We hope you’ll join us at Roman Delight on Street 
Road in Waminster. Our Tim Eberle suggested this 
location and it’s fair to say that our two meetings thus 
far were successes!

There’s plenty of parking and we use a large 
meeting room. When you arrive, come in the front 
door…our room is to your left. Roman Delight, 255 E. 
Street Road, Warminster. 

 

MYSTERY PART

Well, I heard from a few folks about the “mystery 
part” in our most recent issue. Some weren’t sure 
what it was, and didn’t understand how big the part 
was as there was nothing in the picture to help show 
size.  

So, what is it? It’s a thermostat for an early Dodge Viper. 
The aftermarket version part number actually cross-
cross-references to some Caterpillar earth moving 
equipment.

 

Odds & Ends

2019 DUES ARE DUE! 
If you’ve already paid your dues for 2019, thanks for your continued support! We have a lot planned for 2019!
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Presented by 
Brian KapralRestoration Corner

While the music group 38 Special might not have been referencing this part of the car sometimes 
you have to "Just hold 
on loosely, but don't let 
go”.

Today we are taking 
an in depth look at 
the steering 
column.  Probably 
one of the most 
over looked parts on a restoration is the steering column.  Most people focus 
on what is seen like restoring the wood grain on the steering wheel or the 
chrome turn signal lever.

When I first got my GTX, the steering column would squeak occasionally 
when the wheel would get turned.  Once I tore apart the column, I found not 
one but a whole bunch of issues.  First, I noticed that there was a lot of play in 
the upper bearing.  This bearing has a rubber sleeve / insulator around it with 
the ball bearing type bearing inside it.  These bearings usually wear from people 
grabbing the wheel and pulling themselves out of the car.  The other bearing is 
again a ball bearing type of bearing but it is molded into a white plastic collar at 
the lower end of the housing which protrudes into the engine bay.  As 
you can see from the picture, these bearings are exposed to a 
tremendous amount of heat and often have the plastic dry out and 
discolor.  This heat also takes its toll on the bearing as well as mine had a 
lot of rust inside of it which was most likely the cause of the squeak 
when I turned the wheel.  These bearings support the steering column 
shaft.  The steering column shafts and housing are designed to collapse in 
the event of a front end collision so as to reduce the amount of impact 
to the driver.

Over the years, people work on their cars and mistakenly pry the 
steering shaft coupler away from the steering box.  This usually 
results in the plastic sheer pins breaking inside the steering shaft 
which will then allow the shaft to collapse.  My steering shaft was 
exactly like this.  While the shaft is designed not to come apart, it 
could potentially work its way up and cause an issue down the road 
so I decided to extend the shaft back to its proper length and then 
drill out the holes where the nylon injection pins were placed. 

STEERING YOU IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION…
…with this column.
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Once the holes were drilled out, I then found some 
nylon thumb screws at my local hardware store that 
are used to hold screens in place for storm doors or 
windows.  I tapped out the holes to be the same 
thread as the nylon thumb screws and twisted them 
in till the heads bottomed out on the steering shaft.  
Since the outer tube of the steering column would not 
clear these nylon heads, I cut them off with a simple utility 
knife leaving it flush like the factory had done so.  This 
now allows the steering column to be solid like the 
factory intended with the though that the nylon would 
sheer just as the initial factory nylon injection pins had 
been also.

After the steering shaft was repaired, a 
restoration kit was purchased for the 
steering coupler. This included a new steel 
cross pin, shoes, rubber seal, and metal 
frame to go around the seal to hold it in 
place.  New grease 
was applied into 
the coupler so 
everything would 
function and feel 
like new.  The end 
of the steering 
shaft was the 
painted in semi 
gloss black paint as 
it was done by the factory to prevent rusting.

Once this was restored, I focused on getting the outside housing of the 
column repainted.  The factory used a "suede" finish to the steering 
column as well as the steel dash frame and some other areas in the car 
that could have caused a glare from the sun.  This suede finish has a 
very light texture to it which will prevent any glare from blinding the 
driver and causing a potential accident.  For this I placed a call to 
Charlie Dallas of 8774PAINT1.com and got the correct baltic blue 
paint on the way to me.

Once the housing was painted, it was time to re-assemble the column.  
Special note, when you reassemble the coupler to the shaft, note the 
recessed hole in the steering shaft.  This coincides with the notch on 
the front end of the coupler to allow the steering wheel to be properly 
centered once everything is installed !  Since I still have a lot of other 
stuff to do on the car, I chose not to install the firewall mounting plate 
on the steering column at this time. 
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When the time comes to install it in the car 
when I get the car back from paint and metal 
work, all I need to do is remove the two bolts 
holding the plastic bearing collar in place and 
carefully slide the mounting plate over the 
steering column and reinstall the two bolts.

If you chose to remove the turn signal switch 
the only way you will get the connector out 
from the upper part of the column is to 
physically remove the individual wires from the 
connector.  This is accomplished by sliding a 
very tiny flat head screw driver along the side of 
the terminal in the connector.  This pushes in 
the metal tang that holds the wire into the 
connector.  Once these tangs are bent inward, the wire 
can then be removed.  Prior to doing this on my 
column, I made sure to make a diagram of the 
connector with what colored wires went to which hole 
so as to make sure everything operated correctly once 
the wires were replaced.  Once I had the turn signal 
switch out of the column, I removed the turn signal cam 
which makes the contacts to complete the circuit for 
the lights.  The dielectric grease that was in there was 
50 years old and pretty dried up and hard.  I cleaned up 
the old grease and reapplied new dielectric grease so as 
to make the thing function just as good as it did new.

A new part number decal was ordered for the wiring from ECS Automotive 
Concepts and till it arrives, the original one will remain in place having that old, dirty 
look till the new decal can make the entire thing appear just as it did when it was 
brand new.  

The next step for my steering column is to wrap it up in a moving blanket to protect 
it till my car comes back from Mid Atlantic Muscle Car from having the paint and 
metal work done so I can install it.

Till next time, keep them on the roads and out of the junk yards !
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Presented by 
Brian KapralRestoration Corner

Enoy Your Car…Your Way…. 

I suppose I could call it “driving pleasure”. It’s up to each of us to 
decide what makes us happy when it comes to our special Mopars.  
 
Speaking only for myself, I seem to have run the gamut in the collector car 
hobby. I started with a car that was a “driver” and restored it to a point that 
it really wasn’t very drivable any more. After years of the show circuit…I got 
more interested in the driving of the car and lost some interest in shows. I did 
this twice with separate cars.  

I have a friend from high school, Glen, who now lives in Florida. His passion is the Porsche 356. He has one that 
was concours restored (Rudy), and another he takes on the racetrack (Scrappy). Despite the concours 
restoration, Rudy gets driven. On one trip, a radial tire gave out and did substantial damage. Glen got it fixed. Last 
fall, Glen and his wife paid us a visit on their way to the NJ shore for a 356 event…and they drove Rudy from 
Florida. Enjoying his car…his way.
 
All this brings me to the point of this column, Enjoy your car…your way. Some like a concours restored, trailered 
car that scores high at events, while others like a car they can drive. Many of us enjoy the research and effort 
taken to make a car as factory correct as possible…while others are looking to get every last bit of power 
possible in their fire-breathing modified machine.

 I know guys that build cars expressly to take them on Power Tours where they travel thousands of miles for fun. 
Enjoying their car…their way.

I’ve known other folks that enjoy a ride followed by the detailing and cleaning to make the car perfect again. I’ve 
even known guys that simply like to sit in the garage and look at their pride and joy. Believe or not, I once knew a 
guy that kept his car in the living room so he could see it all the time. It never was driven.  
 
There’s no right or wrong way to enjoy your car…it’s all personal to you.  So, regardless of how you enjoy your 
car…Spring is here…get out and play!
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Eco TireFlator model 97, Part III 
Last time, we were midway through the 
disassembly. Once we realized that the upper 
housing needed to be removed prior to taking 
out the levers, things went a little easier. For 
those of us used to working on more modern 
equipment, the amount of springs, levers and 
pins seems almost archaic. The problem in this 
case, is that the pins only go in and come out 
one way. As mentioned before, the service 
manual is not that helpful, so we've had to figure 
it out as we go along. One thing is for certain, 
these things were made and designed in a 
different time..when things were made to last.

Once the levers were removed, we could start 
refinishing the levers and the base plate. The levers appear to be made 
out of cast-iron, while the base plate is aluminum. The baseplate was 
simple enough…glass-bead and refinish. The levers 
were taken as far apart as possible and refinished.
Once the housing was stripped of the number 
wheels, it too could be blasted and refinished.

When you turn the crank on the side of the unit, it 
turns a threaded rod, which moves one of the 
levers to set the pressure. Also via a pair of gears…
this also adjusts the number wheels. These gears  
are aluminum, so a quick touch on a wire wheel 
brought their finish back.

Time to start re-assembly.  
 
We reinstalled the number wheels into the housing 
along with the gears and their shafts. Next, the 
levers were placed into their base, along with the 
two pistons and their seals. Once the housing and 
base are together, we installed the valve and placed 
the springs and levers. Next up, the hose bracket 
lever/switch is installed. Now is also the time to 
place the air tubes. In my case, several of the brass 
nuts split. We were able to get replacement compression fitting nuts at the local Ace Hardware.  
 
While I was working on the mechanism, the guys at Feasterville Auto Body were working on 
the pedestal, ”harp”, base and sheet metal covers. I had removed the original brass plate from 
the back of the rear housing, as well as the chrome pieces and the glass.  
 
. 
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Eco TireFlator model 97, Part III 
However, it was difficult to fit the sheet metal pieces into the harp as they 
simply didn’t fit well. Besides laying a nice coat of the correct red paint over the 
unit, Feasterville was also able work the housings so that they fit very well. The 
harp had some corrosion that required attention prior to painting, too.  
I mentioned the “correct red” as most of these TireFlators were red. If a given 

fuel company ordered a bunch of these…
Eco would finish their meters in a color 
scheme that matched the company’s 
corporate look. 

Before we mated the pedestal and sheet 
metal to the mechanism, we needed to test 
and calibrate the unit. Surprisingly, when we 
checked the unit for accuracy…despite how 
much was taken apart…it was only one 
pound off! Those of you interested in the 
mechanics of things might like to know how 
the unit is calibrated. One dials up a given 
pressure and fills a tire until the bell stops 
ringing. Then, check the tire’s pressure with 
a known-accurate gauge. Next, while holding 
the gear that works the mechanism…you 
adjust the number wheels to match what 
the unit is supplying.  After this, I checked at 
three different pressures, and they were all 
right on.
 
As we handled the final assembly, we took a 
nod to go a bit more modern in a way that wouldn’t be visible. We switched 
to a low wattage LED bulb. With the fresh paint, I’d rather not take it apart 
again unless absolutely necessary. We did select an LED light color that 
better matched the light of an incandescent bulb.  
 
We decided on a location for our TireFlator and took a slightly different 
approach to hook up the air and electric. When these were new, air and 
electric were most often in the cement where the unit was mounted and 
came up inside the pole. There’s also a service door on the pedestal base, 
but we didn’t want to drill or cut this. So, we got some small aluminum 
spacers from McMaster-Carr that would keep our unit just off the ground 

enough for the wires and hose to run underneath. Using cement anchors, we 
drilled the cement and bolted the unit down.  
 
It’s done…and a welcome addition to the garage. In fact, it’s already been used many times. There’s something 
very cool about restoring something and actually being able to use it. Ya know…like an old Mopar! 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Cool Stuff You Might Need

Jeep Gladiator Returns for 2020!
FCA is really pulling out all the stops resurrecting 

the names from the past and the new Gladiator is no 
exception.

Similar to the Wrangler, but on a longer frame 
Gladiator has a 5 foot bed,  The doors and roof can be 
removed…just like, well, a Jeep.

The new Gladiator will be available in 4 trim levels; 
Sport, Sport S, Overland and Rubicon.

Redi-Rad
We all lover our classic Mopars…and what goes 

better with the cruisin’ than good tunes?

As the maker says, “RediRad to the rescue”! This 
small adapter is easily installed  into almost any car by 
hooking up two wires. Then, unplug your car’s antenna 

from the radio, plug that cable into the RediRad 
and the RediRad’s antenna cable into your radio.

All that’s left is to plug in your iPod, CD player, 
Siruis tuner…almost almost any other audio device 
with a 3.5mm-1/8” headphone jack.

Redirad will broadcast on 1000AM or 91.1FM, 
depending on the Redirad unit you purchase.

A friend of mine bought one and reports that it 
works very well.  As one that prefers to not cut up the 
dashboard or install aftermarket gear in a classic car, 
this sure sounds like a no-brainer to me.  Best of 
all..they’re about $100. See more at redirad.com 

Hello Mr. Hellephant!
Extra points if you remember the Warner 

Brothers cartoon with Tweety Pie when she says, 
“Hello Mr. Elephant”. 

I’ll bet hot rodder’s eyes will pop when they see 
the latest crate engine from Mopar.

The “Hellephant” Hellcat crate engine pushing 
1000 hp and 950 pound of twist. Displacement is up 
from 6.2 litres to 7.0. An aluminum block saves weight.

Mopar is hoping to offer these as part of a “plug 
and play” setup for cars built before 1976. 

I know, if you have to ask…you can’t afford it. No 
price mentioned yet, but bank on it being more than 
the $20,000 Hellcrate engine.
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I suppose that headline is a bit over-the-top, but I have found that 
these two sets of punches truly make dealing with roll pins a 
pleasure. They can also help in avoiding damage to your work 
piece and the pins themselves.

Firearm enthusiasts and gunsmiths have long been using 
Brownell’s for any number of tools and supplies. Much of what 
this firm sells is made in the USA, and guaranteed forever. These 
punch sets are no exception.
 
First, a bit of info about roll pins. 
These pins are actually a thin piece 
of metal, rolled into a cylindrical 
shape. Stay with me here…in a 
similar fashion as a slice of bread 
used as a hot dog roll. The gap along 
it’s length provides a small degree of 
compression for installation and to 
retain tension. These can be a real 
hassle to install and remove. One 
wrong strike with the hammer…
and it flies!

Let's start with a seven piece set of roll pin punches by Grace 
Manufacturing. While there are bigger sets available, this set 
seems to cover the most used sizes, and should be great for 
almost anyone that deals with roll pins. What makes roll pin 
punches unique to a standard punch, is a ball on the tip. When 
used with the correct size roll pin, this ball tip ensures that the 
punch doesn't slide off the pin, and also helps prevent the end of 
the pin from being mushroomed. When using a flat ended punch, 
it's difficult to maintain contact with the pin and a slip could 
potentially damage the surface of the workpiece.

The Brownell’s Roll Pin Starter Punch set is equally helpful. 
Starting a roll pin can be frustrating. Holding it in place, with one 
hand or with a pair of pliers, and at the same time striking the 
pin with a mallet can end with the pin flying away, damage to the 
workpiece, or painful fingers. These starter punches, as shown in the picture, have 
a socket on the end to hold a correctly sized pin so that it may be easily started. 
As soon as the pin is started, you switch to the other set of punches.

I originally bought these for a particular project, but know that they will be very 
helpful with other jobs. In fact, I wish I had them while working on the TireFlator 
and it’s many roll pins.  
 

cool tools!
Taking a Punch Was Never So Easy! 

Roll Pin Punches from Brownell’s Make Life Easier
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Treasurer's Report, March 2019 
Submitted by Andy Dymek

MHCC Event Calendar 
Check our Facebook page for up to date information on 

other shows and events. 
MONTHLY MEETINGS:  
Every 2nd Monday, 7PM 
Roman Delight, Warminster, PA  
Street Road 
 
MHCC Spring All Mopar Show May 19, 2019  
Fred Beans Dodge Chrysler Jeep Ram  
Doylestown, PA  

Starting Treasury Balance:
Dues:  
Sympathy Donation 
Dinner Bill, March Meeting   
T Shirt Sales  
Domain Renewal  
Get Well Gift  
Balance:

$5894.56  
$99.12  

$(60.00)  
$19.00
$14.00  
$36.34  
$62.49  

$5867.85

Charitable donation
At our November meeting, Laurie Ermentrout discussed why the Vargo show could not take place this year.  
The show benefits the local Boy Scouts Troop 610 of Pennsylvania and the Land Trust of Bucks County. The 

show’s cancellation caused the loss of thousands of dollars in donations to these charities. 
 

It’s often said, “to whom much is given…much is expected”. I think I can speak for the MHCC that we’re all 
very fortunate to be able to enjoy the hobby we share. To that end, the MHCC has been discussing finding a 

worthy cause for quite some time.

After hearing about the Vargo event’s cancellation and the loss of income…it was discussed, motioned, 
seconded and voted that the MHCC will donate $500 to both the Boy Scout Troop 610 and the Land Trust of 
Bucks County. One important note: this was discussed and decided during our November meeting at Roman 

Delight. At that meeting, we filled the room and the donation was overwhelmingly accepted.

.
LS Collectibles gTS
As many know, I have a 2000 Viper GTS that I bought new. It’s 
steel grey with factory silver stripes..one of 129 built this way.  
 
Imagine my surprise to find a company, LS Collectibles, that 
makes not only a 2000 GTS…..but a steel grey/striped GTS. 

Needless to say…I had to have one. It’s a resin model, so there are 
no opening features, but the quality and detail is amazing. It now 
lives next to a Burago ’96 RT/10 in a showcase. (Now, if some 

company will make a ’72 Scamp….) 
 
LS Collectibles makes a variety of 1/18 scale model cars, including 

a Jeep Grand Wagoneer. http://ls-collectibles.com.

Dues for 2019 are being accepted!  
As always, we make it as easy as possible for you to stay involved with the MHCC. Dues remain at 

$20 a year, and you can send a check, use PayPal or pay in person.  
PLEASE NOTE: If you joined in July 2018 or later…your dues included 2019.


	Steve Tippy’s 2010 Challenger SRT-8

