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From The Pres…Under The Hood…. 
Well, I’ll be darned…is it 2018 already? Where did 2017 go? We have lots planned for 
2018!

Is this issue, some stories that are “outside the box”, like Brian Kapral’s story about garage 
floor coating. There’s another about Paint Protection film and how it can help protect your 
car.

With Spring here….let’s all look forward to playing with cars!   
                                                                 Till the next time… Matt Morris

Under The Hood 
The Nuesch’s 1974 Plymouth Scamp Survivor.

The 1974 Plymouth Scamp pictured here 
was purchased new by the original 
owner on April 17, 1974 in Parkersburg, 
W.V.  The original owner, a 75 year old 
woman, was on her way home to Belpre 
OH from a vacation when she passed 

through Kinchloe Motors in Parkersburg, 
W.V. and noticed the car on the lot. It 
must have been love at first sight, 
because she interrupted her trip home 
and pulled into the lot and wound up 
buying the Scamp on the spot.  

The Tale of a 1974 Plymouth Scamp Survivor – by Larry Nuesch
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SCAMP SURVIVOR CONTINUED 

As she owned two other cars for 
daily use, the Scamp became her 
“special car” which she drove 
sparingly, but weekly, for the next 
20 years until she passed away at 
age 95.  After being in the care of 
a nephew for a few months, as 
per the original owner’s wishes, 
the Scamp wound up in the 
hands of a cousin from Kingston, 
PA, a woman who happened to 
be 75 herself at the time.  The 
new owner also kept it for the 
next 15 years as her “special car” until August of 2009.  She also drove 
it sparingly; and 35 years of maintenance records show that it was 

maintained as 
though it were 
driven daily. Now 
in her 90’s, it was 
time for the owner 
to move to 
assisted living so 
her family decided 
to put the Scamp 
up on e-bay.

Unknown to the seller, I had been looking a car like their 
Scamp for awhile.  What I had in mind was a more 
modern Mopar (preferably a Plymouth) at least 25 years 
old, to use for touring, something reliable and easy to 
maintain, and to keep it more affordable a model that was 
not in high demand … in other words, a “Grandmas’ 
Car.”  With that in mind, I focused my efforts on looking 
for a 4 door A-Body, something unmodified and in 
roadworthy condition, ideally from an estate sale.  

Knowing I would need to have some patience, I kept an eye 
on e-bay and car corals in the area.  After three years of searching, I found a Scamp at the Chrysler show in 
Carlisle. It was in great shape, but as the seller and title seemed a bit sketchy, I let it go.  Then one day a few 
weeks later, I found another one on ebay.  The seller had taken a ton of pictures and the car looked to be in 
great condition, so I arranged to inspect it outside of Wilkes-Barre before the auction.  
 
The car was better than I expected.  There were only 12,126 miles on the odometer.  It was stored in a 
garage without windows.  Although cleaned up, it was not heavily detailed.  During a road test it drove like a 
dream.  The owner said that the car was never taken out in the rain, and as there was virtually no rust 
anywhere and the paint on the rocker panels looked as good as the paint on the hood, I had little reason to 
doubt him.     (CONT)

So...how did this car get chosen?  We select a member’s name at random…and feature one of that member’s cars. 
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 He was able to produce maintenance records since new and 
except for tires, battery, oil & filter, two hose clamps and the 
tailpipe, this car appeared to be exactly as was when delivered new 
to the original owner.  

The 225 cu in Leaning Tower of Power & automatic transmission 
provides a smooth ride down the road.  As for options; it has an 
automatic transmission, power steering, manual brakes, no A/C, a 5 
push button AM radio and vinyl top, still pliable and showing no sign 
of wear.  The body has a few dings here and there but fewer that I 
would have expected on a car in regular use.  One thing that I did 
disable is the dreaded 1974 Seat Belt Interlock. Unknown to me, 
when I bought the car, the belt system had a short that allowed the 
car to be started without the belts being buckled … until it didn’t.  
This caused the loss of more than a few driving days until I figured 
things out with the help of a very long chapter in the Body Manual, 
not the Shop Manual.  I was going to repair it, but when long 
repressed bad memories of another 1974 vehicle that I bought new 
with this feature came back, in the end I just disabled it.  Another 
repair I had done was to have Vinny’s 
Interiors remove the front seat fabric, install 
new foam on the seat and recover it with 
the original upholstery.   The seat is now 
firm and it looks great.

I’ve taken it to a few judged shows and 
managed to do well, including an AACA 
First Junior at a Spring Meet a few years 
back.  And having listed a picture in the 
AACA member roster, the editor of 
Collectible Automobile Magazine saw it 
asked if he could feature it in the 
August 2014 issue of the 
magazine.  Matt Morris was also 
invited to join in with his Scamp 
and pictures of both cars were 
featured in a story on the 
“1967-76 Plymouth Valiant: 
Chrysler’s Hardy Perennial” by 
Jeffrey I.Godshall, a former 
Chrysler Designer and Historian 
involved with A-Body design.  

It’s a fun car to drive, but as with 
any old car it’s not all “hearts 
and flowers.” As you might 
expect in an original car, there 
are parts that reveal their flaws 
under use, no matter what the 
odometer reads.  The latest of 
those parts include the nylon 
connectors in the wiper linkage, 
the voltage regulator is leaking as is the radiator, which will probably include new hoses.  I’ll probably need to 
include the electronic ignition module as well.  But as all contain originally stamped part numbers, I hate to replace 
them.  But without replacements it won’t get back on the road.  Hopefully, I’ll be able to get to these items when 
things warm up outside. Being retired, you’d think I have plenty of time to get to work on this stuff but the thing is, 
whenever the weather is good there’s a 392 Scat Pack Shaker in the adjacent garage bay that competes for my 
attention & before I know it, we’re outta here …..
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Come To A Meeting!
Our MHCC monthly meetings are a great way to 

meet and visit with other members, have a bite to 
eat…and get your “Mopar-fix” during the week.

We meet every second Monday night at Giuseppe’s 
in Richboro. officially starting at 7PM. Come on out! 

 
Mark your Calendars! 
Spring 2018 MHCC/Fred Beans Show 
May 20, 2018  

 
 
 

Club Roster In The Works!
This roster will ONLY be distributed to our 

members…it will not be made public under any 
circumstances, so your information will only be shared 
with our membership.

If you’d like to be included in our roster, please 
send your name, address, phone number, email address, 
and list of Mopars. We’ll also include occupations, if 
you’d like to provide that info. This may help members 
work together.

You can email the info to me at 
mattmorris@verizon.net or via regular mail at the 
address below. We’ll also take your info at a monthly 
meeting or club event/show.

Matt Morris

1276 Bridgetown Pike

Langhorne, PA 19053  

 
 
Important Dates in Mopar History 
Compiled by Celeste Morris 

January 7, 1929. 
Walter P Chrysler appears on the cover of TIME 
magazine as Man of the Year. 
 
January 14, 1920  
 John Francis Dodge passes away at age 55.  
 
March 9, 1987  
 Chrysler makes offer to buy AMC for $1.5 billion, by 
purchasing Renault’s shares.  At the time, the  New York 
Times reports that AMC was “never a company with 
the power or the cost structure to compete 
confidently at home or abroad”.

 
 
 
FCA Moves Mexico Plant Back To 
Michigan!

Fiat-Chrysler has announced that they are moving 
RAM production from Mexico to a plant in Warren, 
Michigan, creating 2,500 jobs. FCA CEO, Sergio 
Marchionne said over a hear ago that moving heavy-
duty pickup product to the US was a real possibility 
and that US tax and trade policies would influence the 
decision,

Regardless of the reason, it’s good to see jobs 
coming back to the US.  
 
 
Welcome to “Under The Hood” for 
2018

While I’m thankful for the story suggestions that 
have been offered, some require research and will take 
until the next issue. In one case, I have an interview set 
up with an industry expert. (I also should add that I’ve 
been busy with getting my late Mother’s estate 
completed….which has taken a good deal of my time.)

Odds & Ends

mailto:mattmorris@verizon.net
mailto:mattmorris@verizon.net
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Garage Floor Epoxy Paint. 
 
So, since the sale of my 69 Charger, (yes, I know it 
might be a shock to some of you but it was time) I 
started working on my garage getting it set for how 
I wanted my man cave to be.  First I had to get the 
new electric panel in so I could put new outlets in 
and wire up for a 4 post lift that will be on its way 
shortly. 

Once I got the hard stuff out of the way, and the 
Charger was at its new owner about 20 mins away 
from my house, I had an empty canvas, so to speak, 
to play with.  I had the Rustoleum Garage Floor 
Coating that is a two part epoxy based paint that 
comes with decorative flakes that are optional to 
sprinkle onto the paint while its drying. ( I chose to 
do this to help hide any dirt or spots that might occur 
during its life. )  The kit also comes with a bag of citric acid 
that you mix into 2 gallons of water.  This is the first and 
most important step.

Per the directions, I wet the floor and then dipped a scrub 
brush on a long handle and started to scrub the floor in 
small sections.  Stopping occasionally to hose off the area 
that was done and continue on to the next area.  I did this 
for the entire floor for the one bay of my garage while the 
second bay had all my junk that was along the sides of the 
wall piled up into the middle of the floor in the second bay.  
The second bay will be done at a later time once I get my 
lift installed.  Once I went over the floor with the citric acid 
wash, I did it again to be sure everything that was loose 
came off and that there was no oily residue from any stains 
left over.  I cranked up the heat in the garage and let the 
garage dry off for a full 24 hrs before I set out to paint the 
floor with the help of my Dad.  My advise is to start in the 
furthest corner and work your way out towards the garage 
door or to the other bay.  Once we got the two part epoxy 
paint mixed for as long as the directions said, we set out to 
paint our canvas.... er, concrete floor.  
(Continues on next page.)

Presented by 
Brian KapralRestoration Corner

Restoration Corner . . . Not Just For Cars Anymore!
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(Garage Floor Paint, CONT)  
 
  As recommended by the instructions, 
we did small width with Dad cutting in 
with the brush on the edges and around 
some posts while I rolled out the main 
part of the floor, stopping occasionally 
to sprinkle down the colored chips into 
the floor.   
  Once we were done, we had to wait 
12-14 hours before any light foot traffic 
could go onto the painted floor.  They 
recommended 3 days before anything 
heavy such as a car could be parked on 
it so if you do decide to do this, you 
might want to either have a place to 
store your car in the mean time or do 
it in the nicer weather vs. when I did it 
in the winter.  
  One thing I will say is that the warmer 
the temperature is, the shorter the pot 
life is where you can apply the paint.  We did a similar 
coating on the floor of our enclosed car trailer and it 
was a hot day.  We barely got the floor finished before 
the paint was starting to harden.  For my garage floor, 
we had plenty of time due to the temps in the garage 
being a nice cozy 65 degrees.  That gave us about a 2 
hour pot life.  Warmer temps 
dropped it down to 1 1/2 hrs 
or less.

  So now you too can take 
that stained and unsightly 
floor of yours where your 
prized possession is parked 
and make it a little more eye 
appealing.  The kit can be 
purchased pretty much at any 
hardware store such as Home 
Depot or Lowes and many 
other places.  Kit was around 
$100 which will cover one 
garage bay.  Two garages will 
need two kits.

Till next time, Happy New 
Year and keep them warm till 
spring time !
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 MHCC FALL Show! Fred Beans Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep-RAM
Beautiful weather, great location, friendly 
folks, amazing food…what else could you 
ask for? Oh, of course…Mopars…lots and 
lots of cool Mopars! 
 
For our Spring show, we moved our show 
day to Sunday, which has proved to be a 
great idea. We’ve enjoyed better 
attendance..which means a better, more 
diverse group of show vehicles.  
 
There was truly something for everyone. 
There were antiques, muscle cars, race 
cars, more modern Mopars and even a 
rare Chrysler Police Car.  
 
This writer likes to see something 
different, and a mint condition Dodge 
Aries certainly fits that bill, while 
another participant entered a Dodge 
Warlock pickup pulling a trailer with a 
1969 Charger int tow!.  
 
As always, the Fred Beans Organization 
rolled out the red carpet, not only 
providing the location, but a wonderful 
lunch for all and great goodie bags. 
Thanks to our Tim Eberle for all he does 
in setting up this great show. I’d argue 
that it’s the best local all Mopar show! 
Thanks also to Fred Beans Dodge 
Chrysler Jeep Ram, and General 
Manager Brian Nesbitt for hosting us. 
Thanks also to everyone that came to 
the show.  
 
Finally, Tim asked me to officially thank 
everyone who came to help move cars 
both before and after the show. This is a 
huge help and it is truly appreciated.  
 
Our Spring Show is right around the 
corner…hope to see you at Beans!
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This time, the rumor is true. Well, almost. We’ve all heard the rumors over the years that 
Englishtown Raceway Park was being sold due to noise complaints from the neighbors, turned 
into a housing development…and much more. This time, the truth is a bit…well…different.

E-Town has cancelled all drag racing effective immediately. They plan to use the stands and 
tower for a concert venue, and are leasing some space to a car auction concern. As we 
understand, there will still be the road course and motocross course.  
 
So, what does this mean for the 
events? The big E-Town Swap is still 
going to happen…although at half the 
size, but we have yet to get any word 
about how the other events, like the 
Mopar Show will fare. My 
assumption…perhaps faulty…is that 
the shows will end as drag racing 
was a big part of them. 

Some folks are saying that “they’re 
not surprised by the news”, while 
most are still sorry to see it all 
come to an end. I’m sure we all 
have spent some time at 
Englishtown Raceway Park.  For a 
number of years, the Mopar show 
has been getting smaller despite 
the efforts of many to revive the 
event. There was still something 
special about being at the E-Town 
venue; the sounds, the 
smells….the whole experience.

There are rumors that Atco is 
going to step up with some 
events to fill gap left by 
Englishtown.  
 
The letter to the right is Englishtown’s official announcement. 

ENglIShTOwn CANcelS Drag RacINg!
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It’s hard to imagine after 
the rough winter we've 

endured…but show 
season is almost here! 

 
The show at Fred Beans 

dodge, Chrysler jeep is an 
all-mopar show.

the vfw show is welcome to 
all makes, all models. 

proceeds benefit veterans 
and their families. 

SHOWTIME! a couple flyers to help you plan 
your spring!  MHCC events.
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Clear Bra? Sounds Kinky? Where is your mind? While 
“Clear Bra” is an actual brand name it’s also known as 
Paint Protection Film.  It’s a clear vinyl that can be applied 
to vulnerable portions of your car to protect from stone 
chips, sand and other debris. Chances are, there’s some of 
this material somewhere on your newer car, as the 
factories recognize it’s value. Some folks even apply it to 
the entire surface of the car. Follow along as we see the 
install on my 2018 Ford SHO. Yes, Ford. It’s my daily 
driver but the process would be the same for any vehicle.  

Shades of Gray on Philmont Avenue in Feasterville 
handled the installation. The shop is impressive, the staff 
is knowledgeable and friendly…and the owner truly 
cares about customer satisfaction.  Best of all…they are 
very good at their craft.

First, I have to comment…this is a job best left to the pros. There are 
on-line places where you can buy a pre-cut kit or sheets of the film…
but there’s a real art to doing this, having it look right and fit well.  I 
have some experience in applying smaller sections of PPF, and some 
vinyl graphics…but this is a while other realm. This is also a good time 
to mention that while the different films offer varying warranties, all 
demand professional installation done by a certified professional for 

the warranties to be in 
effect.
In our instance, we 
opted for a 5 year 
warranty, self-healing film 
by PremiumShield. This 
was Shades of Gray’s recommendation as I take good care of my cars 
and they expect it to last well beyond the 5 year warranty.  This film 
also can heal itself of minor scuffs and scratches by simply being left in 
the sun or pouring warm water over the surface. We decided to do 
the front bumper, painted parts of the mirrors, partial hood, partial 
fenders, headlights, foglights, door cups and rear bumper top edge to 
protect it while putting items in the trunk. This film is less costly than 
the longer warranty film they offer, while still providing the wanted 
protection. 

First, the pattern is cut on a vinyl cutting machine. Shades of Gray uses a computer program that has just about 
every type of car, so they can pre-cut the film to fit your vehicle. They then weed out the extra material to leave the 
parts required for the project.
Before beginning, they’ll ensure the surface is clean. One important note; if you require any paint correction, or 
minor paint touch-up, now is the time as defects will show through the film.  (Continues on next page…)

Paint protection film…a “Clear Bra”
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(PPF Install cont.…)  
As said before, this installation is really an art. 
These guys use different slip solutions, heat guns, 
stretching and even a special knife to install the 
film. This knife uses a ceramic blade that allows 
the technician to score the vinyl and gently tear 
along the score…similar to cutting class. The 
advantage? No cut lines in your paint.

Since we only covered a portion of the hood…
there is a “line” across the hood where the PPF 
ends. It’s really not all that visible except from 
certain angles. While the entire hood could be 
covered, this raises the cost. Most damage is 
incurred along the leading edge anyhow, so we 
took the less costly route. It all comes down to 
walking the fine line of your budget and how much protection 
you really need or want. 

While it’s too soon to say how this will protect 
over the long haul, all reports from those with 
similar treatments give glowing endorsements. 
They say that stone chips are all but eliminated 
and that even if the film takes a hard enough 
impact to damage the film…the paint underneath 
is usually unharmed. If a piece of the film is 
damaged, it can removed and replaced. For me, it 
will add some peace of mind. Care of the film is 
largely the same as the rest of the painted 
surfaces. You can wash it, wax it, coat it, etc. The 
only exception is that they do not recommend 
using any “natural” wax, like carnauba.  I use a 
ceramic coating called “Enviroshield”.  
 
As you can see in the pictures below, when installed correctly, 
the film is not really noticeable, but it’s protection is always on 

the job. 

Shades Of Gray  
185A Philmont Avenue, Feasterville, PA 19053 
215-357-3001 • shadesofgraytint.com
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Once thing is for sure…and that’s change. It’s how 
we embrace or resist it that makes a difference.

We spoke last issue about a constant transition in the older car 
hobby. When I first started playing with older cars, the local shows 
had incredible variety. I recall rows of Ford Model As, some cars from 
the early 1900s..and of course cars from the 1940s and 1950s.  In the 
early 1990s,  I remember very well speaking to the promoter of a local 
show about bringing my 1970 Superbird. I was told that “it was a used car and they didn’t want it at their 
event”.

Today’s local shows have evolved to having very few cars prior to 1960 and much more in the way of stock 
and customized modern iron. Cars from the 1930s are all but gone unless they are hot rods. Much in the way 
my Superbird was shunned when it was less than 20 years old, there are some that see the more modern 
cars today in the same fashion.  And I’m my opinion…they’re wrong just as those who spoke that way years 
ago. Here’s why.  
 
Every generation has “their thing”. There’s no doubt 
that the baby boomer generation made many of the 
post-war car stuff huge. In fact, it was these later 
cars and no place for their fans to get parts that 
caused the beginning of the Carlisle events. Now, as 
baby boomers age, the interest in certain year cars 
and certain events will wane. So, it makes absolute 
sense to welcome all cars to shows and other 
events. These folks with newer cars love their cars 
as much as you love your older iron.  And…that’s 
cool! It’s the variety that makes any of these things 
work.  
 
The 2000 Viper GTS I bought new is now 18 years 
old, wearing PA Classic Car plates as it rapidly 
approaches the ability to be deemed an antique in 
the state of PA. I welcome this and was glad to be 
able to use the classic car tags. I liked my vanity 
plates…but the classic car plates are even cooler.  
 
There’s a reason that the AACA has a 25 year old rule. Besides 25 years being what the state of PA deems an 
“antique automobile”, it also allows for an ever growing number of vehicles to be entered into their events.  
 
We mentioned elsewhere in this issue that Englishtown Raceway Park had cancelled all drag racing 
immediately. The last time I attended the Mopar show there, a casual glance proved that there were as many 
modern Chargers and Challengers as classic Mopars of all types. I should also note that the E-Town event 
always was mostly attended by muscle-era Mopars and very little in the way of antique vehicles.  
 
As one that has always been somewhat resistant to change…we need to at least understand why our events 
are changing and embrace the change. Even an “old car purist” understands that events don’t last long 
without attendance and the newer vehicles help that bottom line.
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cool tools!
Now here's a tool that's a huge help when filling your 
cooling system.

The Lisle Spill Free Funnel. Yeah, it puts the "fun" in "funnel".

When filling your cooling system after a drain and flush, it can be a mess 
to get the level correct. In some more modern cars, it's also difficult to 
bleed all the air out. Despite having the AirLift tool featured previously in 
these pages, the Viper still required a minor "burp". This is accomplished by 
squeezing the upper radiator hose, and allowing the air to escape from the 
de-aireation tank. Unfortunately, this can make a mess as the coolant 
sloshes out of the tank.  
 
The Lisle funnel attaches in place of your radiator cap, using one of 
the supplied adapters and collars. There's even an angled adapter pipe 
for angled radiator inlets. Once these are in place, the funnel is placed 

on top.

This funnel also allows easier coolant filling 
since its locked onto the radiator. I’ve 
found on older cars that it helps to have 
coolant in the funnel 
as the engine warms, 
and the thermostat 
opens.  Much easier 
that trying to fill 
from the bottle.

Ok..so now what? I 
have a funnel in place 

that's partially full. The Lisle funnel has a 
convenient removable “stopper” that allows 
you to remove the funnel without making a 
mess.  
 
For we “neat-freaks”, all the pieces go inside 
with a snap-on lid so that nothing is lost or 
misplaced. That satisfies my neatness OCD.  

Lisle Spill-Free Funnel
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Treasurer's Report, March 2018 
Submitted by Andy Dymek

MHCC Event Calendar 
Check our Facebook page for up to date information on 

other shows and events. 
MONTHLY MEETINGS:  
Every 2nd Monday, 7PM 
Giuseppe’s in Richboro  
Intersection of 2nd Street Pike & Almhouse Road  
 
SAVE THE DATE!!! 
May 20, 2018  
MHCC Spring All Mopar Show 
Fred Beans Dodge Chrysler Jeep Ram  
Doylestown, PA  
 
June 17, 2018  
Yardley VFW  
All Makes-All Models Welcomed!  

Starting Treasury Balance:
Dues:  
Shortage, January Meeting  
 
 

Balance:

$3921.00  
100.00  
-15.41  

 
 

$4004.10

NOTE: Memberships paid via Paypal have a % in transaction fees taken, 
resulting in an uneven deposit.   

Coming Up In The Next Issue
• Cool Tool Product Review

• Member’s Mopar Feature

• Restoration Corner

• Collector Car Insurance Info

newsletter help welcomed…heck..it’s needed! 
We welcome your comments about our newsletter.  For 2018, our newsletter may be going to a quarterly as opposed to 

bi-monthly. We want “Under The Hood” to keep it’s current level of quality content.  
 

What do you like? What would you like to see in our newsletter? We’d appreciate your thoughts!  
 

The current editor has written hundreds of pages, and could use help in article suggestions. What 
would you like to see in our newsletter? I’m running out of ideas! 

 
Have you been to a good event? Jot down some thoughts, snap a couple pics with your cell phone…and send ‘em over! 

 
Need a part for your car? Looking for a service? We’ll place your needs in our newsletter…just say the word!  

.

just who exactly are you calling, “widebody”?
Like the Demon look but don’t need the whole package? The Challenger SRT Hellcat Widebody may be 
for you! Fender flares, Devil’s Rim Wheels, a quicker E/T and electric power steering are only the 
beginning.
Skid pad grip is also enhanced over the standard Hellcat.  


