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From The Pres…Under The Hood…. 
We’ve been busy already this year! A night of pinball at the Raschillas, our Spring Show at 
Fred Beans, and the show at the Yardley VFW. Plus, a quick look at Facebook shows how 
busy our members have been at area events.  
 
In this issue, some info on dyeing plastic trim, unwanted guests and a part made in Japan 
that you may just want on your Mopar.  
 
As always, I’m thankful for your requests for stories…so keep ‘em coming. In fact, one 
requested story is still being researched, so it’ll be coming soon.  
 

                                                                 Till the next time… Matt Morris

Under The Hood 
Paul & Yvonne Coughlin’s 1969 GTX Convertible 

It’s often said that a car’s story is often as 
interesting as the car itself.  While there’s no 
doubt that the Coughlin’s GTX is a rare and 
beautiful machine…it’s story truly makes it 
stand apart from the others.  
 
Speaking of “others”, the 1969 GTX 

convertible is the rarest of all Plymouth 
convertibles and in the MHCC we have three!  
 
Back to the Coughlins. In the Spring of 1969, a 
friend and co-worker friend of Paul’s bought a 
new, ’69 GTX convertible from UpTown 
Chrysler Plymouth in Philadelphia.

Yet another story that proves…you CAN go back.
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Paul is quick to point out that he always 
thought this was the ultimate muscle car. The 
owner, Ray Baliban, was shortly thereafter 
invited by Uncle Sam to take a tour of Viet 
Nam. Paul offered to buy the car at the time, 
but Ray decided to leave the car in his garage 
until he returned home.  
 
When Ray got back, the GTX was again 
terrorizing the streets and strips in the area. 
In fact, the GTX was F Stock Automatic 
Champion at nearby Atco Drag Strip, running 
a 13.33 with open headers and slicks. Then, 
as fate would have it…Ray decided to get 
married and sold the GTX. But…not to Paul. Paul was short 
on funds and another friend bought the GTX to replace a 
stolen Camaro convertible. (Good upgrade if you ask this 
author!) Three weeks later…the Camaro was recovered, and 
the GTX was offered to Paul.  
 
Finally in March of 1972, the GTX finally belonged to Paul.  
 
For the next 
couple of years, it 
was a daily driver. 
Paul comments 
that he had lots 
of fun and 
exciting times 
with the GTX…
especially 
meeting his wife 
Yvonne.  In 1974, with the oil embargo in full swing, Paul 
parted ways with the GTX.  
 
Around 1977, Paul received word that a relative had bought 
the GTX. After seeing the car’s sorry state of condition, it 
was decided that his dream car was now little more than a 
memory. I’m sure you know this isn’t the end of the story.

Many years later, now an automobile dealer in the suburbs 
of Philadelphia, Paul decided it was time for another GTX 
convertible. But he wanted “his” GTX. The search was on! Paul 
searched for the GTX by contacting previous owners and learned 
that the car was at one point painted copper, bought as a parts car, 
and finally painted silver and back on the road. But the search was 
dead-ended.  

So...how did this car get chosen?  We select a member’s name at random…and feature one of that member’s cars. 

TOP: GTX Shortly after original purchase.  
 
Middle, Left: GTX at first owner’s place of 
employment.
 
Bottom: August, 1972. The only photo the Coughlin’s 
have from that era of the GTX.  



NEWSLETTER OF THE MHCC                                                                  2ND QUARTER 2018

 PAGE  3

 
In 1991, while speaking with a friend who owns a Mercedes-Benz 
dealership about old cars, the friend mentioned that he had sold a 
GTX convertible only a couple years prior. It was silver but was 
originally Sunfire Yellow. Using a copy of the title, it was determined 
that it was Paul’s old friend. With the help of the Pennsylvania State 
Police, the current owner’s name and address in Virginia was 
obtained. Paul contacted the owner, and explained that he was a 
previous owner, met his wife in the car, and wanted to buy the car 
for her as an anniversary present. The current owner agreed to sell 
the GTX to Paul.  
 
The GTX’s 
bodywork was 
handled by a local 
shop. The car was 
taken down to a pile 
of parts and clean 
metal. It’s reported 
that enough plastic 
filler was removed 
to build a Corvette! 
Paul spent hours on 
the phone and in 
person looking for 
correct parts. He 
admits that he has 
no idea how much 
time or how many checks were written to bring 
his old friend back. In the end, Paul has wound 
up with one of the most correctly detailed 
GTXs in existence.  
 
Speaking of correct., long before it was 
mainstream in restorations, the GTX had 
correctly dated and marked heater hoses, ignition 
wires, and more. A friend in Florida replated the 
power steering hose, door latches, hose clamps and 
restored the wiper motor, washer pump…..you get 
the idea. Paul wanted the GTX to be as accurate a 
restoration as possible.

The Coughlin’s GTX is an 
AACA Grand National 
Senior Award winner. It has 
won more awards that we 
have room to mention. It’s 
been featured in countless 
magazines, and for good 
reason. While the car is 
amazing, the story just 
makes it that much more 
interesting.  
 
This GTX is another great example of a car…sheetmetal, rubber 
and glass…becoming a family member and not just a “car”. Perhaps, 
best of all, the GTX still sees regular road duty and manages to still 
spin a tire or two.
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Come To A Meeting!
Our MHCC monthly meetings are a great way to 

meet and visit with other members, have a bite to 
eat…and get your “Mopar-fix” during the week.

We meet every second Monday night at Giuseppe’s 
in Richboro. officially starting at 7PM. Come on out! 

 
Mark your Calendars! 
Spring 2018 MHCC/Fred Beans Show 
May 20, 2018  

 
 
 

Club Roster In The Works!
This roster will ONLY be distributed to our 

members…it will not be made public under any 
circumstances, so your information will only be shared 
with our membership.

If you’d like to be included in our roster, please 
send your name, address, phone number, email address, 
and list of Mopars. We’ll also include occupations, if 
you’d like to provide that info. This may help members 
work together.

You can email the info to me at 
mattmorris@verizon.net or via regular mail at the 
address below. We’ll also take your info at a monthly 
meeting or club event/show.

Matt Morris

1276 Bridgetown Pike

Langhorne, PA 19053  

 
 
Important Dates in Mopar History 
Compiled by Celeste Morris 

May 17, 1868. 
Horace Elgin Dodge born. 
 
June 6, 1925  
 Chrysler Corporation founded.  
 
June 29, 2001  
 Plymouth becomes defunct.

 
 
Craftsman Tools…at Lowes. What?

Starting 2018, you’ll find Craftsman tools at Lowes.  

While details about warranty, etc aren’t known, 
here’s hoping its good for the Craftsman brand. For 
better or worse…it’s also another reason that folks 
won’t have to go into a Sears store.  
 
Picture snapped of Craftsman branded tools and 
toolboxes at the Lowe’s in Langhorne, PA.

Odds & Ends

mailto:mattmorris@verizon.net
mailto:mattmorris@verizon.net
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The Last Demon?
Unless you’ve been living under a rock, or been 

only looking at Chevy websites….you’re more than 
familiar with the Dodge Challenger Demon. 

On or around June 1, 2018, the last Demon 
emerged from the Brampton Assembly Plant in Ontario 
Canada. Dodge had planned to build only 3300 
Demons.  

FCA Recalls 4.8 Million
The recall of 4.8 million vehicles is due to a 

problem where it could be difficult or unable to turn 
off the cruise control. FCA reports that the vehicle can 
still be stopped by shifting into neutral or using the 
brakes.

Models involved include Chrysler 200, Chrysler 
300, Dodge Charger, Dodge Durango, Dodge Journey, 
Jeep Cherokee, Jeep Grand Cherokee, Ram 2500, Ram 
3500, Ram 1500, Dodge Challenger, Chrysler Pacifica 
and Jeep Wrangler.  
 
 

RAM Pickups Stolen…from Plant!
On May 3rd, crooks broke into the Warren Truck 

Assembly Plant by smashing through a security gate.  
About 10 new trucks were stolen.  
 
 
 
2020 RAM HD Truck Production Moving 
form Mexico to Michigan

FCA is making a $1 Billion investment and moving 
HD Ram production back into the 
US. Apparently, the Saltillo plant in 
Mexico will be re-purposed to 
build commercial vehicles for 
global markets.

 
 
Viper Plant Becomes FCA Heritage 
Center.

Seems that the Conner Avenue Assembly Plant will 
live on..as the FCA Heritage Center.

When FCA closed the Walter P. Chrysler Museum 
in 2016, Chrysler fans (this one included) were upset 
that Chrysler history was seemingly being discarded.

The 51 year old Conner Avenue Assembly Plant, 
which was once a Champion Spark Plug facility, will 
now house about 400 historic Chryslers, with up to 85 
on display at a time.

Recently, a charity auction was held on-line to sell 
the signs, posters, memorabilia and other Conner 
Avenue items.

The down side? The current plan is for internal use 
only of this facility…but FCA may decide in the future 
to open it to the public for special events.

I must say that while I’m glad to see the historic 
vehicles being maintained, I’m equally saddened to see 
them hidden away from the public.

Livernois Motorsports Trackhawk.
Well known for their tuning of modern Fords with 

Eco-Boost engines, Livernois has turned some 
attention to the Jeep Trackhawk. 

There are three different performance packages for 
the Grand Cherokee Trackhawk, to improve overall 
performance, enhanced throttle response and more 
power. (And…who doesn’t want more power?)

So, how do they actually work? Musclecar 
folks..prepare to have your mind blown. Livernois has 
set a record with their top performance package for 
the Trackhawk. With less than perfect track conditions 
indicated by a 1.625 60 foot time, the Trackhawk 
covered the 1/4 mile in….ready…9.962 at 137.99 miles 
per hour.

Even More Odds & Ends



NEWSLETTER OF THE MHCC                                                                  2ND QUARTER 2018

 PAGE  6

How many of us get that new (ok... used) car 
and are excited to start working on it and 
restoring it?  I know I was when I recently got 
my 1969 Plymouth GTX convertible.

Being that the car came from Kentucky and 
hearing that the car sat in a barn for over 14 
years early on in its life, I figured I would have 
some stuff to sort out in it.  Little did I know 
that I not only bought a car, but I apparently 
bought someones home or homes.

One day while having my car on my 4 post lift, I 
noticed what appeared to be some insulation 
caught in the frame of the hood.  I got my 
needle nose pliers out and started pulling out 
what I thought was just a "little" insulation.  
Clumps and clumps later I discovered that not 
only was it the insulation from rear seat of 
my car but I also found a deceased rodent in 
the frame work of the hood.

Not wanting to have to go through this fun 
time again of using dental pics and 
compressed air to get all of this nest out, I 
decided to check out each part of my cars 
"frame work". It’s a good thing that I did as 
not only did I find 3 more mouse nests but I 
found a ton of mud bee nests (fortunately 
vacated) in the unibody section of my car.  
Again, a little compressed air with a modified 
tip on my blow gun (a steel brake line that 
has one end cut off threads nicely onto the 
blow gun tip to allow you to get into hard to 
reach areas) allowed me to clean out these 
areas while I had a vacuum hooked up to 
one of the holes attempting to catch as much 
of the dirt, dried mud nests, and insulation as I could. 

Presented by 
Brian KapralRestoration Corner

Hitchhikers & Other Uninvited Guests!
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Unfortunately, being that 
there is more than one 
hole in the unibody, I only 
caught a small portion of 
the dirt and other debris 
in there. I honestly think 
the soldiers who stormed 
the beach of Normandy 
had less dirt and sand on 
them than what came out 
of the unibody of my car.

Now that I have shaved a 
couple of pounds off of 
the weight of my car, I also 
have now prevented 
potential rot areas in my 
car due to the dirt being 
gone and not being able 
to retain moisture rotting 
away the metal for the 
unibody.

While I understand not everyone has 
access to a 4 post lift and not everyone’s 
car is a show pony, a little cleaning here 
and there could potentially save you 
some hard earned cash later on in your 
cars life by saving it from body work due 
to rust and rot. Again, I'm sure that my 
car was probably one of the worst case 
scenarios due to it being in the barn for 
over 14 years and critters and insects 
made a nice Plymouth hotel out of it, 
the miles it gets from the road does 
allow it to have rocks and other debris 
kick up into the holes in your unibody.

So, in closing, a little cleaning and maintenance can go 
a long way for the life expectancy of your beloved 
car. Who knows, you might just discourage some 
critter from trying to take up residency in your 
prized possession !
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Refinishing Plastic trim
Most modern cars have some amount of plastic moldings, grills, bumper 
pieces and trim. Wiper arms too, fade with exposure to UV light.  In 
some cases, these moldings and grills are no longer available but 
something needs to be done to bring back their original luster. Enter 
SEM’s Euro Trim paint.

This paint can be used on plastic and metal…so almost any trim piece 
can be refinished. If you can operate a spray can…you can do this!

The parts in question are two plastic cowling pieces/screens that are 
placed at the rear of the hood and bottom of the windshield on a 2005 
model year SUV. The wiper arms from the same vehicle will also be 
refinished. Let’s start with the wiper arms.

Once removed from the vehicle, and the blades set aside…the arms 
were bead blasted to bare metal. One could also simply scuff the arms 
to promote adhesion and clean with an appropriate grease and wax 
remover.  Finally, a wipe down with a tack cloth and you’re ready for 
paint.

The plastic cowl 
pieces are a bit 
different. These 
were removed 
and scrubbed 
with a brush 
using a mixture of 
50-50 water and 
Spray Nine. These 
were scrubbed 
several times, 
rinsed, then 
allowed to dry. 
Next, they were 
blasted with 
compressed air 
to remove any 
dust. 

The SEM paint’s instructions suggest 2 or 3 medium-wet coats with 5 
minutes between coats. In my use, 3 coats seem to be perfect.  
 
As you can see in the pictures, the difference is truly amazing. I never 
would have realized how faded the pieces were until compared to the 
freshly restored parts. I used the slightly shinier satin version of the 
paint on the wiper arms as they should have a bit more gloss. The Euro 
Jet Matte is perfect for plastic trim.  
 
So, instead of wasting the time and effort of constantly spraying a 
dressing that doesn’t last on these types of parts…take the extra bit of 
time and give this SEM paint a try.

SEM PAINT FROM: 
Bill Flannery Automotive  

1430 Wells Drive, Bensalem, PA 
19020 

215-639-9090  



NEWSLETTER OF THE MHCC                                                                  2ND QUARTER 2018

 PAGE  9

For 2018, the Dymeks once again hosted our event. 
This time, in their  
“new to them” home. Lots of room for everyone to 
visit and celebrate the holiday season. 
 
I’d like to sincerely thank Dawn, Andy, Breanne and 
Michael for allowing the MHCC to meet in their 
home. Also, thanks to all that attended, brought a 
food item and made the evening a wonderful time.

MHCC  
After Christmas 

Party
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Well, they did it again. Nick and Patty Raschilla opened their home 
for another night of vintage pinball fun!  
 
First of all, a HUGE “thank you” to the Raschillas for once again hosting an 
MHCC “Pinball Night”.  
 
As you all should know by now,  Nick is well known in the pinball world as a 
leading restoration expert. Every machine in Nick’s collection is a true work 
of art. Almost too nice to be used.  
 
What a great time! A nice visit with fellow members, a bite to eat and playing 
pinball. Also… some spirited games of shuffle-bowling! Those present know 
who got the high score! Again, thanks to the Raschillas for their hospitality…
we all enjoyed it very much!  

Kelli points to her (supposed) high score.  
Photos: Larry Nuesch
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The Japanese Car Part You WANT On YOUR Mopar!

So, for this issue, I suppose it's a tool, and also a part. This valve makes 
oil changes easy, and completely eliminates the potential of stripping 
the drain plug threads in your oil pan.

I don't know about you, but when I do an oil change I always have this 
fear in the back of my mind that I didn't get the drain plug quite tight 

enough. Or, the filter tight 
enough. We also know, that the 
difference between"just tight" 
and “stripped” can be a fine line.

The Fumoto Drain Valve can 
make your life easier. . Made in 
Japan with models to fit just 
about any car, truck, van or piece of equipment… these exceptionally 
well-made ball valve devices come complete with gasket ready to install.

When it's time to change your oil, simply lift and turn the lever. When the 
oil has completely drained, return the lever to it’s original position. When I first started using these 10 years ago, 
I had a concern that the valve would somehow open on its own. That has yet to occur due to a built in detent 
and spring. However, Fumoto also sells a clip that can be installed to alleviate any fear of the valve opening 
accidentally.

While I have always used the standard version, there are many others like the SX model that allows a full range 
of motion once installed, and others that have a nipple to attach a hose for an exceptionally neat oil change.

It's obvious, that these will not look 
factory correct on a restored car, but for 
modern cars, especially those with the 
aerodynamic covers under the engine, 
they are a huge help. As mentioned above, 
I've been using these for more than 10 
years and have become a real fan. Best of 
all? They’re only about $25.

cool tools!
Fumoto Oil Drain Valve

Fumoto valve installed. Above 
picture shows clip installed.
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Treasurer's Report, June 2018 
Submitted by Andy Dymek

MHCC Event Calendar 
Check our Facebook page for up to date information on 

other shows and events. 

MONTHLY MEETINGS:  
Every 2nd Monday, 7PM 
Giuseppe’s in Richboro  
Intersection of 2nd Street Pike & Almhouse Road  
 
SAVE THE DATE!!! 
September  30, 2018  
MHCC Fall All Mopar Show  
Fred Beans Dodge Chrysler Jeep Ram  
Doylestown, PA  

Starting Treasury Balance:
Dues:  
Overage, May Meeting  
 
 
Balance:

$4520.66  
20.00  
23.00  

 
$4563.66

 

NOTE: Memberships paid via Paypal have a % in transaction fees taken, 
resulting in an uneven deposit.   

Coming Up In The Next Issue
• Cool Tool Product Review

• Member’s Mopar Feature

• Restoration Corner

• Collector Car Insurance Info

newsletter help welcomed…heck..it’s needed! 
We welcome your comments about our newsletter.  

 
Have you been to a good event? Jot down some thoughts, snap a couple pics with your cell phone…and send ‘em over! 

 
Need a part for your car? Looking for a service? We’ll place your needs in our newsletter…just say the word!  

.

Yeah…challengers are fast…
But nothing outruns a police radio…or truckers that block you in. 

An Indiana State Trooper had just finished helping a motorist at the side of I-90 when a Challenger Hellcat went 
by at a high rate of speed. The Officer went into pursuit reaching 150 MPH but still not catching the moving 
Mopar. The Chally’s driver was weaving in and out of traffic and it was two side by side trucks that slowed the 
Challenger enough to allow Officer Eggert the ability to stop the erratic driver. 

The driver of the Challenger, a Jesus Sandoval, admitted to going over 160 MPH. He 
was arrested and taken to county jail. Apparently, he’s the second Challenger 
Hellcat driver to get caught for hitting 160 MPH on I-90 in the last year.

WANTED: 
Member Mark McPherson is looking for a small block for an automatic 1968 Dodge Dart. If you 

have one, or a lead for one…please let Matt know and heʼll pass the info to Mark.


