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From The Pres…Under The Hood…. 
Happy Spring! In this issue, some Cool Tools that can help get your car ready for the 
driving season. Also, coverage of our “After Christmas Party”. Wayne Canada’s Shelby 
Charger graces this issue’s cover.  
 
Our Spring Show at Fred Beans is right around the corner…I look forward to seeing 
everyone there! 
                                                                        Till the next time… Matt Morris

Under The Hood 
Wayne Canada’s 1983.5 Shelby Charger

Did you ever have a really nice car that just wasn't 
exactly what you really wanted?

Wayne Canada from Sayreville, New Jersey knows all 
about that.  You see, Wayne had a righteous black and 
silver Shelby Charger, but always wanted the a blue 
and silver Shelby Charger. 

So, Wayne stayed on the search. Fast forward to 2017 
when Wayne found the 1983.5 model shown on these 
pages offered for sale on Craigslist in Lansing, Michigan. 
It seems the original owner finally agreed to let this 
clean machine go.  
 

(Continued On Next Page)
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WAYNE CANADA’S CHARGER

Showing just 15,000 miles and 
wearing all it’s original paint, 
this Charger is a time capsule 
with only a few minor 
deviations from stock.  

In the pictures, you might 
notice that the car has a set of 
aftermarket wheels. “Not to 
worry” says Wayne, “as soon 
as the originals are refinished 
they will be back on the car”. 
Door edge, wheel well edge 
and body side moldings are 
also present…which were 
very popular dealer add-ons in 
the day. The original dealer sticker is still on the 
hatchback.

To say Wayne has searched long and wide to find the 
“right” car would be an understatement. As Wayne 
says, “It started back in the day”. Finding a car like this 
is an awesome pay-off.
 
The 1983.5 Shelby Charger was the first car with 
Shelby’s name to be released after Lee Iacocca 
requested Carroll get involved with Chrysler. Iacocca 
had joined Chrysler in 1982 and was the man in 
charge of saving Chrysler.  As most know, it was 
Iacocca that got Shelby involved with Mustangs in the 
first place. Besides the Charger, Shelby also worked his 
magic on an Omni based performance car called the 
Omni GLH (Goes Like Hell) and a Shelby Daytona.

So, how much different is a Shelby Charger from the 
standard Charger in 1983? To begin, the Charger was kind 
of…well…busy. Shelby cleaned up the exterior design by 
eliminating the hood scoop and fender air ducts. A two-
tone paint scheme was added. Further, a deeper spoiler 
and aggressive body valance gives the car a menacing, 
sporty look.  The rear quarter glass now has one opening 
instead of two.  A unique set of wheels rounds out the 
exterior. So...how did this car get chosen?  We select a member’s name 

at random…and feature one of that member’s cars. 
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WAYNE CANADA’S CHARGER CONT.

Shelby made an interesting and helpful update to 
the pedals by raising the accelerator and adding 
an extension to same…to better allow heel and 
toe braking.

Under the hood, the head was milled 0.030” 
which raised the compression ratio from 9.0 to 
9.6.1. Camshaft timing was also advanced. Along 
with a engine control modification, the Shelby 
Charger had 13 more horsepower and 
10 foot pounds more torque than the 
standard Charger. While that may not 
sound like much in a day of Hellcat 
Demons, it was substantial in it’s time. 
The 13HP was a 12% increase, raising 
the car to a total of 107HP from a 2.2l, 
normally aspirated, carbureted 4 
cylinder.

Underneath, heavy duty shocks, and 
different springs lowered the car over 
half an inch. .81g on the skid pad was a 
great number, too.

Road testers of the era thought the car 
was fun to drive. Words like “tractible”, “quick” and 
“surefooted” come to mind. Some referred to it as 
a 60’s sports car. The styling also adds to the fun. 
How can’t you like something with the word 
“Shelby” on it?

By the time production ended in 1987, the Shelby 
Charger left it’s mark on the automotive map. By 
that time, they had a stronger Getrag 
transmission, turbocharged engines, even 
adjustable Koni struts. In 1987, as Charger 
production ended, Shelby bought the last 
1000 Chargers and did his conversions. None 
of these 1000 have Dodge emblems.

To some aficionados, the blue and white 
1983.5 model is the one to have. We’re glad 
you found this one, Wayne. It’s a keeper! 
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Featuring Wayne’s Charger gives us 
a great opportunity to look at 
what was going on in the 1980s 
when it came to performance cars.

WAYNE CANADA’S CHARGER (CONT)

Editor’s Note: 
We pulled Wayne’s name to have 
his car featured a couple issues 

ago. Problem was, Wayne had sold 
his current car while searching for 

this issue’s feature car.  
We agreed that when he found 
his car…we would put it in the 

next issue.

In the early 1980s, performance wasn’t exactly strong. A variety of front wheel drive 
performance cars were offered by Chrysler as mentioned in this issue.  
 
From other USA makers, the 1983 Camaro’s 305ci V-8 produced 150 horsepower. The same 
year Mustang 5.0 made 145 horsepower. While there was no 1983 Corvette…the 1984’s 5.7V8 
only managed 205 horsepower.  
 
In comparison, the 1983 Toyota Supra’s inline 6 cylinder made 170 horsepower. Nissan had 
the 280ZX. Mitsubishi built the Starion. (Which, was also sold by Chrysler as the Conquest).
 
As you can see, despite a 4 
cylinder powerplant, the Shelby  
Charger offered comparable 
performance as other cars in 
it’s class. 
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Come To A Meeting!
Our MHCC monthly meetings are a great way to 

meet and visit with other members, have a bite to 
eat…and get your “Mopar-fix” during the week.

We meet every second Monday night at Giuseppe’s 
in Richboro. Officially starting at 7PM. Come on out!  

Why Did I Get A Newsletter In The 
Mail?

We knew there were a few members that don't do 
email or internet. In looking for a cost effective way to 
get our newsletter in their hands and get them the 
club’s news, we considered several ideas.

This was discussed at our April meeting. A huge 
“Thank You” to Alan Weinstein who volunteered to 
print and mail our newsletter to our non-email 
members.

 
Fred Beans Spring Show! 

The date is set, Sunday, May 7, for the 2017 edition 
of our Spring show at Fred Beans Dodge Chrysler Jeep 
Ram. Save the date and pass the word! 

 
Sweatshirts & Tee-Shirts Are In!

If you placed an order…please contact Matt. We 
will have them at the Beans show and at our meetings. 
You can also pick-up at the Morris household.

 
Club Roster In The Works! 

We’re setting up a roster so that we all can get in 
touch with each other. Bill Koehler’s passing…and our 
inability to get the word to everyone quickly… has 
prompted this.

This roster will ONLY be distributed to our 
members…it will not be made public under any 
circumstances, so your information will only be shared 
with our membership.

If you’d like to be included in our roster, please 
send your name, address, phone number, email address, 
and list of Mopars. We’ll also include occupations, if 
you’d like to provide that info. This may help members 
work together.

You can email the info to me at 
mattmorris@verizon.net or via regular mail at the 
address below. We’ll also take your info at a monthly 
meeting or club event/show.

Matt Morris

1276 Bridgetown Pike

Langhorne, PA 19053

 
Important Dates in Mopar History 
Compiled by Celeste Morris 

March 9, 1987  
AMC acquired by Chrysler, forms Jeep-Eagle.

April 2, 1875 
Walter P Chrysler born.

 . 
 

Odds & Ends

mailto:mattmorris@verizon.net
mailto:mattmorris@verizon.net
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During one of my restorations of an 
unmolested car, I came across one detail that 
I have never come across before. 

Something that is either over looked or just 
never seen due to its location once they are 
installed..... headlight buckets.  The majority 
(if not all) headlight buckets were stamped 
out of galvanized metal for corrosion 
prevention, however each headlight bucket has its own place that 
it lines up to in the car. 

While I was restoring my Dad's 69 GTX, I removed the headlight 
buckets and marked them accordingly.  During the clean up 
process with Simple Green cleaner, I noticed that on the back 
sides of the the headlight buckets, there was about a one inch 
band that was sprayed on to the headlight bucket.  This most likely 
was done for quick identification on the assembly line so as to 
denote inside / outside or high beam / low beam combo. 

Out of curiosity, I tried to install the incorrect bucket in the 
headlight bucket area to which they would not line up correctly. 
 This again confirming that the colors had a specific purpose. 
 How often do restored cars leave details like these that are 
hidden out of sight from the general public? 

 Granted, while it is not seen, sometimes we might see a glimpse 
of such details through a small window or opening.  This not only 
gives the idea that the car has had particular attention done to the 
restoration but also that look of the car being exactly as how it 
was built on the assembly line.  Think of it this way.... if the owner 
put that much detail into stuff that is hidden, think of how much 
detail went into the stuff that is actually seen while at a show.

Presented by 
Brian KapralRestoration Corner

It’s not always about what’s seen, but what’s NOT seen......

Brian makes a great point about how things may have been marked 
to make assembly easier when these vehicles were new.  The auto 
makers had lots of tricks to get cars assembled as fast as possible. 

They weren’t collector cars then…they were just “cars”.  Speed on the 
assembly line meant better profits…same holds true today.
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Once again, Dawn & Andy Dymek opened their lovely home for our 
“After Christmas Party”. Yep, a somewhat strange title for the 
occasion….but a great opportunity to get together over the holidays. 
And what a time it was! Thanks to the Dymek’s for their hospitality…
and thanks to everyone that came…a great time was had by all.

2016 After Christmas Party

Just some casual  
pictures of the event. 
I’m sure some folks 
were missed…but it 
wasn’t intentional! 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Mile Markers
Bill Koehler  

2/9/51 - 2/25/17

The MHCC lost a founding member and 
good friend in February.

When it was decided to begin the MHCC, Bill 
was a tremendous cheerleader in distributing 
flyers and getting the word to others. Bill also 
was always willing to circulate our event 
flyers at shows he attended.

As we all know, Bill had been through a 
number of health issues over the past years, 
but always kept a positive attitude. In fact, late 
last summer as we made final preparations 
for our 9-11 Car Show, Bill was insistent in 
helping to review the showfield and played a 
role day of show. This, in spite of needing a 
cane and oxygen in order to get around.

More than all of the above...Bill was a friend 
to all that knew him. He always had a good 
word and a smile for all. I’ll always remember 
his “Hi Guy” greeting.

When I received word of Bill's passing, his 
stepson mentioned that it was important to 
the family that our club knew how important 
we were to Bill. Also, that he and Barb valued 
the friendships and support from our group.  
 
I know we all agree that a club should be 
about people…not awards and cars….but 
people. Folks, we can take some solace in 
knowing that we made a real difference in 
Bill's life.  
 
Godspeed Bill….until we meet again.  

You endured so much we cannot believe You stayed in fights most would get up and leave You smiled through pain and laughed through tears You were a role model for many of old and young years You put others first by downplaying your ails 
Never losing the wind from your sails 

So we wish now that your suffering is through 
Because you loved cars as we loved you 

At the cruise nights in heaven, everyone knows That you will always be “Our Best in Show” 
-Celeste Morris



NEWSLETTER OF THE MHCC                                                                MARCH-APRIL 2017

 PAGE  9

Bake What? Bakelite!
Bakelite. Chances are...if you were born since 1960...you've 
never heard of it. It's official name is 
polyoxybenzylmethylrnglycolanhydride. It's a 
thermosetting phenol formaldehyde resin. It was 
developed in 1907 by a scientist named Leo Hendrik 
Baekeland. Okay, okay, so what the heck is it?

Bakelite was the first synthetic plastic. Bakelight was 
made by mixing 2 common chemicals, formaldehyde and 
phenol, in a autoclave subjecting them to heat and 
pressure. The first plastic to be made completely from 
chemicals…entirely man made…was used because it was 
a good electrical insulator and heat resistant. It's hard to 
believe today that the original idea was to develop a 
synthetic replacement for shellac....which was made 
naturally using the excretion of East Asian lac bugs.

Bakelight was used in radio and telephone bodies, jewelry, 
toys even firearms. In many cases, Bakelight was much less 
costly than other materials bringing down the cost of items 
like radios and telephones.

In it's pure form, Bakelight was brittle and needed to be 
mixed with other additives to make it more durable which 
muted the colors. In the end, 
Bakelight was replaced with 
other plastics that were as 
durable but held their colors 
better.

For auto buffs, Bakelight is seen 
in the dashboard knobs of 
antique cars, electrical parts, 
accessories like cigarette 
dispensers and much more. 

Thanks to Bill Tropia for his suggestion of this article 
and the helpful information provided. I am very 

thankful for any suggestions for newsletter stories!

Top: Bakelite Sample Colors 
Middle: Aged Bakelite Knob,  Antique Car  
Bottom: Chrysler Bakelite Dash, 1940s 
Photo Credit: Jesse Bowers, justacarguy blog
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Daytona Speed Brush 
The Daytona Speed Brush makes cleaning wheels a breeze. This brush has soft 
bristles that don't scratch and it's bendable to fit around or behind wheel spokes.

I use mine to reach past the spokes and wash the inside of the rim. No more 
reaching through with a rag or sponge. Then, I clean the face of the wheel with a 
wash mitt.

cool tools!
rub A Dub Dub...Give That Car A Scrub!

Grit Guard 
Available from several makers by many different names...a grit guard is something 
that should be in your wash bucket.

Basically, it's a plastic grid that sits in the bottom of a 5 gallon bucket. It's feet allow 
it to be an inch or so off the actual bottom. 

So, why do I want one? When you put your wash mitt back into the wash bucket, 
the grit and dirt wind up in the bucket. The grit guard helps prevent your wash mitt 
from introducing the grit and dirt back onto the surface of your car.

Foam Gun or Cannon 
As you can see in the picture, the foam gun lays a thick layer of foam onto the surface of the car. This makes washing 
much easier. It also helps protect the paint by providing lubrication and soaking to soften and loosen dirt.

It's best to use a soap made for car washing so it won't strip your wax or coating. 
While there are some soaps made expressly for use in foam guns...I use an 
inexpensive soap made by 
Meguiars'.

You’ll need to get a foam gun 
with a connector that matches  
your pressure washer. Most 
companies that sell these 
things will be able to supply an 
adapter to fit almost any 
pressure washer.

This time, we'll look at some helpful tools for cleaning your car. These three products 
are inexpensive and can make a big difference in not only the task of cleaning your 

car...but also help you avoid potential damage to your finish.
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Treasurer's Report,  April 2017  
Submitted by Andy Dymek

MHCC Car Show & Cruise Calendar  
Check our Facebook page for up to date information on 

other shows and events. 
SAVE THE DATE!!! 
May 7, 2017  
MHCC Spring All Mopar Show 
Fred Beans Dodge Chrysler Jeep Ram  
Doylestown, PA  
 

Starting Treasury Balance:
Meeting Dinner Bill:  
Dues:  
Club Apparel  

 
Ending Balance 

$2373.68  
$18.00  

$100.15  
-$519.00

 
 

$1972.83

NOTE: Memberships paid via Paypal have a % in transaction fees taken, 
resulting in an uneven deposit  

Coming Up In The Next Issue

• Cool Tool Product Review

• Member’s Mopar Feature

• Restoration Corner

ATTENTION MEMBERS!
2017 MHCC dues are now due.

 
We lowered the dues to $20 in 2016.  We can accept 
payments via Paypal or personal check. We also gladly 
accept cash in person at a meeting or other event.  
 
There’s a lot planned for 2017 and we want you to play a 
part! 
 
If you have already renewed…thank you!! 

Mopar-Cat! 

 As many know, we have two cats that are sisters. 
Aggie, is very interested in our house's 
garage...the place where the Scamp and Viper are 
parked. Often, if I work in the garage...Aggie 
meows at the door. I can't allow her to be loose 
in the garage. Now and then I’ll carry her around 
so she can have a good look. She purrs loudly the 
entire time. She has good taste! (MM)

newsletter help welcomed! 
We welcome your comments about our newsletter.  
 
What do you like? What would you like to see in our 
newsletter? We’d appreciate your thoughts! 
 
Need a part for your car? Looking for a service? We’ll 
place your needs in our newsletter…just say the 
word! 


