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From The Pres…Under The Hood…. 
I’m sorry this is late getting to you this time. As mentioned elsewhere in this issue, there’s 
been quite a bit going on in my life. As I write, our BBQ-Rally is right around the corner…
another way for members to get together and have some fun.  
 
This month’s feature car,  a 1948 Plymouth P15 that belongs to Roy and Janice Harmon.

                                                                        Till the next time… Matt Morris

Under The Hood 
The Harmon’s 1948 Plymouth DeLuxe

Roy and Janice Harmon’s 1948 Plymouth proves that 
“you can go back again”. 
 
As a high school student, Roy owned a 1948 Plymouth, 
and even after parting with that car…it was always 
remembered fondly.

Fast forward to 2004, the Harmons were visiting their 
daughter at Millersville University when they stumbled  

across the very Plymouth in these pages with a “For 
Sale” sign in the window.  Needless to say, the 
Harmons brought the old girl home.

While the Plymouth had been repainted and was in 
overall good condition, Roy rebuilt the carburetor and 
fixed the leaky three-speed transmission.

Further detective work has proven that the car is very  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HARMON’S PLYMOUTH CONTINUED 

original, still motivated by it’s original engine. Roy 
reports that the Plymouth is a pleasure to drive. 
The Harmons regularly exercise the ’48 with car 
shows, cruises, club events and more. The Harmons 
get the Plymouth out as often as possible, 
averaging an easy 80 miles per month or more 
with the odometer currently showing 76,000 miles 
have passed under the car since new.

That being said…you’d never know 
the car is driven that much. It looks 
brand new, which is a testament to 
the care the Harmons bestow upon 
her.

The Plymouth was ordered originally 
by a doctor through Eshelman Motor 
Company in Lancaster, Pa.  This may 
also explain the added spotlight…
perhaps helpful to a doctor making 
house calls. While the base price in 
1948 was $1,346, this car is also 
equipped with the optional heater 
and cigar lighter.

We spoke about “going back” at the 
beginning of this story. While 
the ’48 helps Roy “go back”, 
the Harmons were sure to 
return the favor for the car, 
too. They found the original 
location of the selling 
dealership, and took the car 
back for a picture…and visit.

The car also has become a 
family favorite, as a prom 
limo…or just with the license plate to a help little one learn 
numbers and letters. More than a family favorite…a family 
member.

This writer has been familiar with the Harmon’s 1948 for a 
long time. and I give lots of credit to the Harmons for their 
love and care to the ’48. I like an “underdog”, and this 1948 
DeLuxe fits the bill. It’s not a flashy convertible or wood 
sided wagon…it’s the car most people 
 

So...how did this car get chosen?  We select a member’s name 
at random…and feature one of that member’s cars. 
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HARMON’S PLYMOUTH CONTINUED

owned and used every day. These are the unsung 
heroes of the car hobby and I’m thrilled to see 
one kept in such a pristine condition…driven and 
enjoyed!

Plymouths 
in 

1948

When Chrysler started again building cars after WW11, they were very popular, 
although they were really not very different from the pre-war cars. In some ways, 
the styling was dated, but the Briggs build bodies were exceptionally well made. In 
fact, the total 1948 Plymouth production run was enough to make Plymouth the 

number 2 car maker.  
 

In 1948, Plymouth offered a 4 door sedan, 2 door sedan, club coupe, and business 
coupe in the DeLuxe styles. Special DeLuxes were also made as a convertible and 

wood station wagon.
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Come To A Meeting!
Our MHCC monthly meetings are a great way to 

meet and visit with other members, have a bite to 
eat…and get your “Mopar-fix” during the week.

We meet every second Monday night at Giuseppe’s 
in Richboro. Officially starting at 7PM. Come on out!  

So How Many Hellcats Did They Really 
Build?

Well, I’m surprised. Okay…maybe not. During the 
first year of Hellcat Challenger production…it seemed 
like a whole bunch were built. It didn’t just seem that 
way…it WAS that way!

2016 production figures show that 2,196 SRT 392 
models were built; 4,934 R/T Scat Packs were built, 
while an amazing 4,025 Hellcats were built.

 
Fred Beans Fall Show! 

The date is set, Sunday, October 1, for the 2017 

edition of our Fall show at Fred Beans Dodge Chrysler 
Jeep Ram. Save the date and pass the word! 

 
Sweatshirts & Tee-Shirts Are In!

If you placed an order…please contact Matt. We 
also just received the large t-shirts that were shorted 
in the original order.  You can also pick-up at the Morris 
household.

 
Club Roster In The Works! 

We’re setting up a roster so that we all can get in 
touch with each other. Bill Koehler’s passing…and our 
inability to get the word to everyone quickly… has 
prompted this.

This roster will ONLY be distributed to our 
members…it will not be made public under any 
circumstances, so your information will only be shared 
with our membership.

If you’d like to be included in our roster, please 
send your name, address, phone number, email address, 
and list of Mopars. We’ll also include occupations, if 
you’d like to provide that info. This may help members 
work together.

You can email the info to me at 
mattmorris@verizon.net or via regular mail at the 
address below. We’ll also take your info at a monthly 
meeting or club event/show.

Matt Morris

1276 Bridgetown Pike

Langhorne, PA 19053  
 

 
Important Dates in Mopar History 
Compiled by Celeste Morris 

July 7, 1928  
Plymouth brand founded.
 
 
July 25, 1957  
Virgil Exner appointed 1st Vice President of Styling at 
the Chrysler Corporation.  

August 18, 1940  
Walter P. Chrysler dies at age 65.

 . 

Odds & Ends

mailto:mattmorris@verizon.net
mailto:mattmorris@verizon.net
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How many of us rely on our gas gauges?  I know I do ! The whole reason 
why I purchased a car was so I wouldn't have to walk anywhere.  Lol!  Lets 
face it, one of the more important gauges in our instrument cluster is that 
little gauge that says how much gas we have left before we have to break 
out the Nikes or Reeboks.  
 
Aftermarket fuel sending units are nowhere close to being accurate to say 
the least.  However, they are better than a non-functioning one.  The 
ultimate is to find (or still have) your original fuel sending unit as they are 
the best, most accurate sending unit out there as it’s what came in the car 
from the factory.  Aftermarket ones don't always read full when you fill up 
or don't always read correctly when you are getting close to empty.  Our 
69 GTX convertible had the original sending unit swapped out for an 
original Chrysler unit however, it was not the correct size.  440's came 
with a fuel sending unit that was 3/8" supply with a 1/4" return line to the 
tank.  Ours had a 5/16" supply with no return and was just plugged off at 
the hose.  Trying to find an original sending unit proved to be more 
difficult than what I had anticipated and with our first big show coming up, I had to find something.  I checked around and got the most 
accurate sending unit what was out there from a place up in Canada.  They "supposedly" calibrated it but like others, it never read "full" 
when we had a full tank of gas. 

About a year and a half ago I found someone who was willing to sell me their broken correct, original fuel sending unit.  I then located a 
place in upstate NY who was able to rebuild the resistance wire that was broken and calibrate it back to factory specs of 72 ohms at empty 
and 10 ohms when full.  They have all the necessary stuff to get it back working the way it should to correct brass floats, fine mesh filter 
socks at the end of the pick up tube, and even go a step further to prevent the rivet from loosening up on the wire by soldering it if you'd 
like.  As of this writing, I have not had a chance to install it yet as the only service they offer is to paint the unit a gray epoxy paint color 
which I did not want.  I chose to have it replated in the clear zinc plating that was originally done and am currently awaiting it to be returned. 
 

Another problem that we came across was that the reproduction fuel sending units metal mounting plates are made of a slightly thinner 
metal than what the originals were.  This leads to a major safety problem as the rubber gasket will not seal properly and will cause a major 
leak once you fill up your tank.  A good way to see if you have a leak is to put a gallon or so of gas into your tank with the sending unit 
installed, cap off the nipples and vent pipes, and tilt the gas tank to the lowest side being the sending unit.  This way you can see if your 
gasket seals up correctly or if you will have a leak prior to installing the tank and having to pull everything back out again.  The same holds 
true with the thickness of the reproduction lock rings for the fuel tank.  

Hopefully this has saved some of you some future headaches as like the rest of us, I have learned the hard way multiple times.

NOTE - * An easy way to tell if your sending unit is original or a repro is to see if it has the Chrysler pentastar, part number, and most of the 
time are also stamped by the manufacturer which in our case was Introl.                 -Brian

Presented by 
Brian KapralRestoration Corner
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The Yardley VFW hosted their second annual car show on June 11, 2017.  While turnout was relatively light…
there was no shortage of good times! This show welcomes all makes and all models.  
 
Cars…and their enthusiastic owners….came from as far away as Hightstown Nj to take part in a fun event that 
benefits a very worthy cause.  
 
MHCC member, and Yardley VFW member, Bill Tropia organizes and hosts this event. Veterans and their families 
directly benefit from the proceeds of this show. 
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 MHCC Spring Show! Fred Beans Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep-RAM
Our Spring show at Fred Beans 
Chryser-Dodge-Jeep-RAM was a 
success! In fact, we set an 
attendance record with 91 cars 
registered for the show. We know 
more vehicles actually were on the 
showfield but didn’t register, so 
it’s safe to assume that we went 
over 100 cars. It’s also important 
to remember that the weather 
wasn’t perfect and we even had a 
short time of rain…but we’re 
sure that our move from Saturday 
to Sunday played a part in our 
success.

Of particular interest, our late 
member Bill Kohler’s ‘cuda was on 
display and registered for the show. 
We also invited Bill’s family to select 
a car they thought he would like to 
receive the Bill Kohler Award.

We also had an Austrian Valiant 
Pacer in attendance. (At that time,  
the brand name used in Australia 
was “Valiant”, not Dodge or 
Plymouth.)

All in all….a great time was had by 
all. A huge “thank you” to all that 
played a part in the show’s success. 
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That’s it…the Viper has run it’s 
course.  
 
When first conceived, the Viper 
RT/10 was quite a step from 
the other cars offered by 
Chrysler at the time.  

When we think about the 
other models made by 
Chrysler of that era, Viper was 
a quite a contrast. For them to 
develop a 2 seat roadster with 
a 10 cylinder engine and next 
to nothing in the way of 
creature comforts was, well, 
gutsy. Some would have said 
foolish.  
 
Always hand assembled with 
the idea that unless it made the 
car faster…it didn’t belong on 
the car. Even the windows and 
top were afterthoughts for the 
early Viper.

In the picture above…that 
Ralph Gilles posted on-line…
the last two Vipers are rolling 
off the line. While it wasn’t built 
consecutively for 25 years…
Viper celebrated it’s 25 anniversary and it’s final year of production in 2017.

The last Viper to be sold to the public is a yellow ACR, while the official last Viper is a red GTS.

This writer is a fan. While the Viper evolved over the different generations, there’s nothing else quite like the 
Viper to this day. A real manual transmission and a huge low-tech engine harken back to the earlier days of 
performance cars. 

Farewell Viper you’ve earned your place in hissstory…and in our hearts.



NEWSLETTER OF THE MHCC                                                                 JULY-AUGUST 2017

 PAGE  9

cool tools!
There’s no doubt a automobile lift can be a huge help. While 
there is an array of 4 post lifts marketed directly towards the 
auto enthusiast, a mid-rise lift is often a better choice for home 
use. These can be much less costly to buy, easier to integrate 
into your garage yet still offer huge benefits.

The Atlas TD6MR is sold by Gregg Smith Automotive. It’s an 
imported mid-rise 
lift that is rated for 
6000 pounds. It’s 
maximum lift is about 54”. Safety locks at numerous positions ensure safety. 
It comes with pads for cars and taller pads for trucks and SUVs.  
 
The lift itself is operated by a small hydraulic unit mounted on a wheeled 
stand. This power unit also can be placed under a tab on the lift to roll the 
lift over a smooth surface to another location.  It works on standard 
household voltage…just plug it in.  
 
This lift can be used in almost any garage for pulling or rotating tires, brake 
work, shocks…almost any project that requires removing the wheels. When 
detailing, this lift is also huge help for waxing or drying the sides of your car. 
No need to be on your hands and knees.  Detailing wheels or dressing tires? 

The wheels can be rotated easily when off the ground. Even vacuuming is easier when reaching into the car as opposed to 
kneeling.

When in the “down” position, the lift is about 5” tall. Most cars can easily park above this lift when it’s not in use. We built 
some wooden ramps to ensure that lower cars clear without issue.

Downsides compared to a 4 post? You can’t park another car underneath, and certain components underneath the car are 
difficult to access . All in all….a very helpful tool!

Hey Buddy…Need A Lift?
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Treasurer's Report,  July 2017 
Submitted by Andy Dymek

MHCC Event Calendar 
Check our Facebook page for up to date information on 

other shows and events. 
MONTHLY MEETINGS:  
Every 2nd Monday, 7PM 
Giuseppe’s in Richboro  
Intersection of 2nd Street Pike & Almhouse Road  
 
SAVE THE DATE!!! 
October 1, 2017  
MHCC Fall All Mopar Show  
Fred Beans Dodge Chrysler Jeep Ram  
Doylestown, PA  

Starting Treasury Balance:
Car Show Trophies:  
Donation, Kapral  
Donation, Koehler
Dues
 
Ending Balance 

$3354.16  
-353.00  
-100.00  
-100.00

20.00  
 

$2847.16

NOTE: Memberships paid via Paypal have a % in transaction fees taken, 
resulting in an uneven deposit  

Coming Up In The Next Issue
• Cool Tool Product Review

• Member’s Mopar Feature

• Restoration Corner

• Rally—BBQ Coverage

ATTENTION MEMBERS!
 
We lowered the dues to $20 in 2016.  We can accept 
payments via Paypal or personal check. We also gladly 
accept cash in person at a meeting or other event.  
 
If you have already renewed…thank you!!  
 

newsletter help welcomed…heck..it’s needed! 
We welcome your comments about our newsletter.   

 
What do you like? What would you like to see in our newsletter? We’d appreciate your thoughts!  

 
The current editor has written hundreds of pages, and could use help in article 

suggestions. What would you like to see in our newsletter? I’m running out of ideas! 
 

Have you been to a good event? Jot down some thoughts, snap a couple pics with your cell phone…and send 
‘em over!  

Special thanks from Matt & celeste
As mentioned on the cover, this issue is late.  

Some of you may know that my Mother was going through some health concerns, and this past 
spring and summer she required more help than she had in the past. Celeste and I did all we 

could to help.  Sadlly, Mom passed on August 17th. For obvious reasons, the newsletter went to 
the back burner.  

Thank you very much to everyone that called with a kind word, sent cards, well wishes and 
wonderful things to eat. Thanks also to everyone that came to Mom’s service. We are very 
appreciative for your thoughtfulness, friendship and concern. It truly meant the world to us. 

Thank You!!           Matt & Celeste


