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From The Pres…Under The Hood…. 
Wow, what a couple months it has been for the MHCC! We had a BBQ-Rally and our Fall 
All Mopar Show at Fred Beans. We’ve been busy for sure as the season winds down.  
 
This month’s feature car,  er, truck, is Alan Weinstein’s Li’l Re Express. Thanks VERY MUCH 
to Alan for penning the story, this was a real help in getting this issue completed.  
 
Till the next time… Matt Morris

Under The Hood 
Alan Weinstein’s 1978 Li’l Red Express

Alan’s truck is a story in itself.  Anybody out 
there that works in an auto shop knows that when a 
customer has enough of their car, they sell it cheap and 
you fix it up until it becomes your everyday driver.

Well that’s what happened with a 1985 Dodge 
Ram 150 that had an aftermarket step-side kit that said 
little red truck on back.  It was a rusted out piece of 
junk with no headliner, but his wife loved it.  He had to 

endure hearing the Sanford and Son theme song over 
the loud speaker every time she pulled up to the job 
but it was reliable and did a good job of hauling things 
around so they ran it until it died in 2005.
     
Gail always said to Alan that when he turned 50 he 
should go out and get any classic car  that they could 
afford.  When they lived in Florida,Alan drove a 1970 
Chevelle with a 350 pushing 450hp to … (CONT)
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WEINSTEIN’S EXPRESS CONTINUED 

the rear wheels as an 
every day ride, so he 
convinced Gail that it 
was going to be a 
Chevy, probably a 69  
Z-28 or another 
Chevelle, but his 
intention was always to 
find her the real Li’l 
Red that she deserved.  
 
Unfortunately, Gail 
passed away in April of 
2016, a year before 
Alan’s 50th.   Two 
months later he found 
his truck living in the 
Pine Barrens of NJ and 
knew that this truck was a perfect tribute to his wife and it was love at first site.  He actually took his parents to 

talk him out of making a 
stupid decision, but when the 
truck started and his father 
saw the smoke coming out of 
the stacks, the ear to ear grin 
on his dad’s face let Alan know 
that the Li’l Red was coming 
home.  
     
The chassis had almost 
300,000 miles on it, but the 
owner assured Alan that the 
truck was perfect. He had 
bought it 5 years earlier “in 
pieces” and did a ground up 
restoration that took him 2 

years.  After it was restored the 
truck became his everyday driver.  He put a little over 36,000 miles on the truck over 3 years, but his wife said it 
had to go.  When the man opened his garage, Alan found out why.   He had a lift on one side of the garage with a 
56 T-Bird on top and a 57 below it. Next to them was a 34 Ford Hot Rod that was almost finished and a 2015 
Hemi Charger in which he had fitted a Paxton supercharger that was dynoed at 726hp. With all this Alan figured 
the man knew what he was doing and the truck was his.
 
The trip from Jersey was an adventure.  Alan made it from down the shore to Palmyra before the truck fell on 
it’s face and continued to do so until it died on Rt. 73. That was the beginning of the transformation into what 
the truck is now, after figuring out that the original Thermoquad carb was beyond repair.

So...how did this car get chosen?  We select a member’s name 
at random…and feature one of that member’s cars. 
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WEINSTEIN’S EXPRESS CONTINUED 

To go back a bit, this truck was a hybrid of what the last 
owner liked about the Li’l Red’s and what he could find at 
swap meets.  The original 1978 had single round headlights, 
but he liked the look of the 1979 model with the double 
square headlights so that’s what he used.  He bought the 
truck without an engine and opted for a 1971 Mopar 340. 
Originally, the truck would have had a 360 police interceptor  
with W2 heads, Edelbrock intake and cam from the 1968 
340V8 that made the 78 the fastest production vehicle in 
America that year.  Yes, it was faster that the Vette and the 
Trans Am and even a Ferrari to 100 mph according to Car 
and Driver.  This was achieved when Dodge used a loophole 
to classify the Li’l Red as a Class 2 truck which meant no 
catalytic converters.  Unfortunately, this loophole closed in 
1979 when cats where added and the truck was doomed. 
What did remain is the original hemi style exhaust 
with a crossover pipe that breathes through 2 
chrome stacks which puff smoke in the air behind 
the cab.  Also remaining is a modified A 727 
transmission and the 3:55 gears housed in a Dana 
60 rear. 

When the carburetor went,  Alan made the 
decision to go a bit shiny under the hood.   The 
prior owner decided that everything, including the 
valve covers and air cleaner should be painted 
hemi orange.  The carb and manifold were replaced 
with an Edelbrock 800CFM carb and intake, both 
with Enduroshine finishes.  A few chrome caps and 
covers, a chrome alternator and aluminum Mopar valve covers completed the look.

The next project was to change out the original bed with thin rotting wood and red 
hold down strips and replacing with new red oak that has 10 coats of spar varnish on 
each side and chrome strips.  Alan accomplished this while the truck was being garaged 
in a storage unit with no electricity which meant a lot of blood sweat and cordless 
power tools. The side wood was already oak and in decent shape so it was taken off 
sanded down and re-stained.

It was now winter and time to pull and paint the motor.  Michael’s Hotrods in Hatboro 
did an amazing job of painting the motor as well as the firewall and cleaning up 
everything under the hood.  They also installed a new torque converter which solved 
any remaining running issues.

When Alan registered the truck with NALRETO (The 
National Association of Li’l Red Express Truck Owners) the 
founder and President of the Club, Skip Gibbs, let him know 
that in 1978,  2,188 Li’l Reds were produced followed by 
5118 in 1979.  The VIN and door jam codes confirmed that 
the truck was an actual Li’l Red built in June of 1978 in 
Detroit.  The truck is now number 783 on the registry as an 
“in running condition” surviving Li’l Red.

Alan hopes to get down to New Port News, VA next year 
for the annual Li’l Red Express and Warlock Truck show.  
Last year over 150 trucks showed up, Sounds like a blast!     

Every time Alan gets in that truck he can feel Gail next to him telling him to slow the f**k down.
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Come To A Meeting!
Our MHCC monthly meetings are a great way to 

meet and visit with other members, have a bite to 
eat…and get your “Mopar-fix” during the week.

We meet every second Monday night at Giuseppe’s 
in Richboro. Officially starting at 7PM. Come on out!  

Remember That Place…The Walter P. 
Chrysler Museum?

This writer certainly does. I had the privilege to 
not only tour the Viper plant, CAAP back in 2000…but 
also visit the museum. Both sadly are closed now.

We recently learned that FCA has now made the 
former museum building the USA headquarters for 
Maserati and Alfa Romeo. With all due respect…I think 
it stinks.

 
Mark your Calendars! 
Spring 2018 MHCC/Fred Beans Show 
May 20, 2018  

 
Sweatshirts & Tee-Shirts Are In!

If you placed an order…please contact Matt. We 
also just received the large t-shirts that were shorted 
in the original order.  You can also pick-up at the Morris 
household.

 
Club Roster In The Works! 

This roster will ONLY be distributed to our 
members…it will not be made public under any 
circumstances, so your information will only be shared 
with our membership.

If you’d like to be included in our roster, please 
send your name, address, phone number, email address, 
and list of Mopars. We’ll also include occupations, if 
you’d like to provide that info. This may help members 
work together.

You can email the info to me at 
mattmorris@verizon.net or via regular mail at the 
address below. We’ll also take your info at a monthly 
meeting or club event/show.

Matt Morris

1276 Bridgetown Pike

Langhorne, PA 19053  

 
Important Dates in Mopar History 
Compiled by Celeste Morris 

September 24, 1909.  
Virgil Exner born.
 
 
September 26, 1974  
“Post War ’74” is the first car show held at Carlisle 
Fairgrounds.  

October 15, 1924  
Lido Anthony Iacocca born.

October 25, 1864  
John Francis Dodge born.
 . 

 
 

Odds & Ends

mailto:mattmorris@verizon.net
mailto:mattmorris@verizon.net
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Ever drive down the road and have all your windows rolled 
up yet hear that ever so annoying "whistling" noise of air 
rushing into your car from an unknown location?  You think, 
impossible !  I've replaced all my weather stripping and 
gaskets so it can't be coming in from there.  
 
Well...... yes and no.  One of the most overlooked areas 
during a restoration is to realign the glass in the doors and 
quarter glass.  Its true, glass doesn't move technically, but the 
nylon rollers and metal brackets and channels do wear out 
over time causing the alignment of the glass to shift every so 
slightly that it can cause major headaches or even "whistles" 

to start to occur.  After restoring about 5 or 6 cars in my life so far (some of them convertibles which just 
adds more time to the fun of adjustments), I've gotten 
pretty good at getting glass to go up and down and line 
up the way it was designed.  
 
Keep in mind that original material for weather 
stripping might have had the felt whiskers or lining that 
a lot of newer reproduction pieces do not.  This felt 
actually aids in the windows gliding over these parts.  
Ever have your wipers operating on a dry windshield 
only to get that chatter of the wiper blades jumping 
across the glass, well thats pretty much the same 
situation with glass sweeps when you don't have the felt 
or fuzzies on them.  This just adds to the headache of 
the already pain staking process of getting your glass to 
operate and fit as its supposed to.  
-
So, lets imagine that you had all your glass removed 
from the vehicle when you sent the body out to get painted.  Now its time to reinstall everything.  Lets say 
that you left the mechanisms inside the doors to save on time for reassembly later.  No ones going to see 
them right? Well, maybe, but you're not doing an OE restoration this time.  But, you've decided to replace all 
the nylon rollers since some were dried out , cracked, or even broken off.  If you didn't now is the time to 
lube them up and get them rolling nice and free again to save yourself some time later.  Ok, so the rollers are 
good and lubricated, the tracks are greased like they should be, and the glass is in the the doors or quarter 
panels in the tracks.  Perfect !  Now comes the biggest pain in the butt part of the job.  The alignment !  I've 
only been fortunate enough to work with manual window cars.  I can only imagine how much more 
troublesome it is with power windows.  (perish the thought !)  Before you start messing around with your 
glass, you want to make sure your doors are lined up properly.  If not, you will have to go back and re-adjust 
the glass all over again.  This part of the process is mostly trial and error and making sure you have the 
correct glass and other pieces that your car is supposed to have. 

Presented by 
Brian KapralRestoration Corner

Red Arrows Show Adjustment Bolts For Window Alignment.
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Adjustments can be found all over and inside the doors and quarter panels 
ranging from up stops to down stops.  Inward adjustments to outward 
adjustments of the curvature of the glass.  You also have your tilt of the glass 
where the front of the glass might have to be lower or higher than the rear 
corner of the glass.  All these adjustments come into play  
 
I'm certain that after a while, the assembly line workers got good at knowing 
how to do this process even in their sleep.   Its a good idea to have an extra 
set of hands while you do this.  Mostly because your door panel has to be off 
and the inner door release will most likely be off or out of the car and when 
the window is rolled up, you don't want to be trapped inside the car.  Once 
you get the windows pretty much lined up, now comes the time to test them 
and see how well they roll up and down.  
 
Remember what I said about the rubber on glass contact?  Here is where it will 
come really into play when the door is closed and you have pressure up against 
the rubber with the glass and you try to roll the window down.  You want the 
right amount of adjustment and pressure to be able to roll down the window 
fairly easily  but not have to be the Hulk to try and force the window down.  
That leads to broken window cranks, bent or worn window mechanisms, or 
even torn rubber weather stripping.  All of which are not cheap !  I like to start 
with adjusting the front door glass first.  This way I can work with the quarter 

glass after the bigger glass is set up.  
 
Each model will have its own quirks as to which adjustment will effect what 
angle, roll, curve, etc.  The best advice I can give is to play around with it and 
experiment.  I am most familiar with 1968-1970 B body cars which the 
adjustments are accessible with just removing the cardboard door panels. 
 
Other cars like the E bodies have full plastic door panels which have the 
rubber window sweeps attached to them.  These need to have the panels 
reinstalled or laid back in place in order to get the proper adjustments for 
the windows to go up and down.  Without these in place, your window 
could be too far out or too far in which would cause water to get into your 
doors or quarter panels and lead to excessive rusting.  This will also cause 
your window to bind rolling them up or down, too.  Again, I can't emphasize 
enough that there is a lot of trial and error involved with this.  One 
important thing to remember also is that when you make one adjustment, it 
could potentially cause your other adjustment to get out of whack that you 
just got perfectly aligned so be sure to go back and constantly check things 
after adjustments are made.  After  you have done this, you may still have a 
gap at the weather stripping.  One way I've found to solve this is to get 
some butyl tape (also called dum-dum tape) which is a black tar like 
substance and put it behind the weather stripping.  This will cause the foam 
to push outward and hopefully seal up the low spot or air gap.  The butyl 
will also form to the window which will still allow the weather stripping to 
have that spongy sealing factor to keep the air and water out of your car.  
Now that you think you have your glass aligned properly, get someone to 
help you with this next part.  
 
A great way to test your work is to have a little tug of war with a piece of paper, say a dollar bill.  What I mean by this is 
have one person be on the outside of the car and the other person inside.  Put the dollar bill on the edge of the glass and 
close the door or roll up the window closing the dollar bill between the weather stripping and the glass.  Now, gently (so as 
to not rip the dollar bill or piece of paper) pull the paper back and forth from inside to outside the car and vise versa.  You 
should feel some slight resistance while doing this.  If not, the paper is too loose and this is a likely area for a wind noise or 
whistle to occur.  Again, small areas such as this you might be able to get away with building up the weather stripping with 
applying some thin butyl tape behind it to push it outward more sealing up the glass.  If not, you might have to go back and 
do some more adjustments.  Hopefully once you are done, the only noise you will hear would either be your music playing 
or that lovely exhaust note coming from your car.
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 MHCC Spring Show! Fred Beans Chrysler-Dodge-Jeep-RAM
Our Spring show at Fred Beans 
Chryser-Dodge-Jeep-RAM was a 
success! In fact, we set an 
attendance record with 91 cars 
registered for the show. We know 
more vehicles actually were on the 
showfield but didn’t register, so it’s 
safe to assume that we went over 
100 cars. It’s also important to 
remember that the weather wasn’t 
perfect and we even had a short 
time of rain…but we’re sure that 
our move from Saturday 
to Sunday played a part 
in our success.

Of particular interest, 
our late member Bill 
Kohler’s ‘cuda was on 
display and registered 
for the show. We also 
invited Bill’s family to 
select a car they 
thought he would like 
to receive the Bill 
Kohler Award.

We also had an Austrian 
Valiant Pacer in 
attendance. (At that 
time,  the brand name 
used in Australia was “Valiant”, 
not Dodge or Plymouth.)

All in all….a great time was 
had by all. A huge “thank you” 
to all that 
played a part 
in the show’s 
success. 
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Jack Smith, “Father” of our beloved Road Runner passed away on 
September 15, 2017.  He was 94. As we say “farewell” to Mr. Smith,, 
perhaps some Road Runner history might be in order.  
 
While Smith always said that the idea of the Road Runner came from his 
assistant, Gordon Cherry…without Jack’s diligence, it’s likely that the 
Road Runner would never have come to fruition. It’s important to 
remember that at the time, Chrysler was fairly conservative. In 1967 
Plymouth sold 12,000 GTXs which represented almost 9% of Plymouth’s 
mid-size sales while Pontiac sold 80,000 GTOs.

At the time, Bob Anderson, the  Executive Vice President of Sales and 
Marketing for the Chrysler and Plymouth brands was looking for a way to get more involved in the youth market the way 
Mustang was successful for Ford. Smith had already had a hand in the GTX, and was driving a modified Belvedere. The product 
planning folks at Plymouth reviewed a letter sent from Brock Yates (At the time, a writer for Car & Driver) in which he 
suggested taking a mid-size two-door, strip it down,  make it cheap and light…then stuff in the biggest engine possible.  Jack 
Smith’s goal was to sell the car for under $3000 and cover the quarter mile in under 15 seconds at over 100miles per hour. 
They also decided that the car could only be stripped down so far as it needed to still be marketable. There was nothing else 
in the market that did 100 in the quarter mile under $3000.

The end result?  A two-door Belvedere with police car brakes, suspension, wheels and steering…even the 383 engine. Adding 
the GTX hood gave the car some attitude. Total cost in new tooling for this car? $500. A modified Sparton military vehicle 
horn provided the “beep-beep”.  
 
Originally, the proposed name for this new car was…are you ready…”Man of LaMancha”. Ugh. Although a tremendously 
popular musical at the time, hardly a good name for this new car. Although Plymouth’s ads agency, Young & Rubicam was 
responsible for the car’s name, it was Smith’s assistant, Cherry who suggested “Road Runner”.  Cherry saw the cartoon bird 
on the Saturday morning cartoons.  “It’s quick off the line, never gets beaten, and stops on a dime”. Perhaps best of all the 
name is memorable, and wasn’t simply a string of digits or numbers. Young and Rubicam agreed that this was a great name for 
this new car. The story is that Chrysler paid between $40,000 and $50,000 to use the Warner Brothers’ Road Runner likeness, 
but W.B. also got all the animation work using the Road Runner character for Plymouth’s advertising campaigns.  
 
Sales in 1968 were strong with a combined figure of 44,598 coupes and hardtops. Sales doubled in 1969 to over 85,000 when 
a convertible was also added. By 1981 Road Runner was gone having changed to a trim package. 

But Jack Smith did more than just bring us the Road Runner. He was instrumental in bringing the Mod Top and interiors to 
Chrysler. Shortly after his involvement with the Mod Tops and Road Runner, he was promoted to other product planning 
assignments and also returned to engineering. He retired in 1980 as Chief Engineer of Vehicle Emissions and Fuel Economy 
planning.      Rest in Peace Mr. Smith. Beep Beep!  

Jack Smith, 
Father of the Road Runner  

Farewell-
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cool tools!
If you’ve worked on an older Mopar, you know 
about the correct “corbin” clamps and the special 
pliers used to remove and install them.  
 
Newer cars use a similar type clamp with a 
different design. Like the older style, these too are 
removed by compressing the tangs, but the tangs 
are now flat, often with two tangs on one side and 
one on the other.  These can be a real hassle to 
remove and install.  
 
Some newer vehicles use a different version of this 
clamp, but with a pin that allows them to be locked 
open for easier installation and removal. These are 
called Mobea clamps.  
 
Enter the Lisle Universal Hose Clamp Removal 
tool!  This is one trick piece of equipment and it 
makes quick work of these sometimes difficult 

clamps. Simply place the jaws on the clamp, and pull back on the ratcheting 
trigger to depress the tangs on the clamp. That’s it….the clamp is help open 
until you release via a lever on the handle. It’s very helpful with clamps in 
difficult to reach locations as it can be operated with one hand. It can even 
open and lock Mobea clamps.  
 
Lisle has always designed and made very helpful, job specific tools and this one 
is no exception. You can get one of your very own from Bill Flannery 
Automotive in Bensalem. 215-639-9090. flanneryautomotive.com

Get Hosed! The Lisle Universal Hose Clamp Remover
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Treasurer's Report,  October 2017 
Submitted by Andy Dymek

MHCC Event Calendar 
Check our Facebook page for up to date information on 

other shows and events. 
MONTHLY MEETINGS:  
Every 2nd Monday, 7PM 
Giuseppe’s in Richboro  
Intersection of 2nd Street Pike & Almhouse Road  
 
SAVE THE DATE!!! 
May 20, 2018  
MHCC Spring All Mopar Show 
Fred Beans Dodge Chrysler Jeep Ram  
Doylestown, PA  

Starting Treasury Balance:
Get Well Basket:  
Road Rally Awards 
Dinner Bill Shortage
Club Insurance
 
Ending Balance 

$3231.18  
—66.73  

-46.78  
-14.00

-350.00  
 

$2753.67

NOTE: Memberships paid via Paypal have a % in transaction fees taken, 
resulting in an uneven deposit  

Coming Up In The Next Issue
• Cool Tool Product Review

• Member’s Mopar Feature

• Restoration Corner

• BBQ-Rally Coverage

ATTENTION MEMBERS!
 
We lowered the dues to $20 in 2016.  We can accept 
payments via Paypal or personal check. We also gladly 
accept cash in person at a meeting or other event.  
 
If you have already renewed…thank you!!  
 

newsletter help welcomed…heck..it’s needed! 
We welcome your comments about our newsletter.   

 
What do you like? What would you like to see in our newsletter? We’d appreciate your thoughts!  

 
The current editor has written hundreds of pages, and could use help in article 

suggestions. What would you like to see in our newsletter? I’m running out of ideas! 
 

Have you been to a good event? Jot down some thoughts, snap a couple pics with your cell phone…and send 
‘em over!  

Built for just 2 years, Dodge’s  Lil’ Red Express Truck looked great..and  
performed better!  Car & Driver magazine found it to be the quickest 0-100  
miles per hour time of any American made vehicle. Can you imagine the  
shame for TransAm, Ferrari and Corvette owners? Beaten by a truck?  
 
The most notable changes from 1978 to 1979 were a new flat hood, and dual rectangular headlights. 
1979 models also got 8” wide chrome wheels at all four corners compared to the staggered 7” front 8” 
wide wheels on the 1978.  

According to some, the original name suggested for these rigs was “Red Warlock”.  Good thing that changed!  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