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From The Pres... 
Welcome to our second year as a club! There are many things coming in 2016 that you won’t want to 
miss! 

First up, our Spring All-Mopar Show at Fred Beans Dodge Chrysler Jeep Ram on May 7.  We are also 
getting plans readied for our open all-makes show at Neshaminy State Park on 9/11/16. This show will 
benefit the Bucks County Heroes Scholarship Fund.  
 
Also, a reminder to send me a picture of your Mopar for inclusion on our website’s gallery! We have an 
amazing collection of Mopars in our group, let’s show the world! ’Til next time….Matt Morris

Under The Hood 
Bill Tropia’s 1941 Plymouth

In 1996, Bill Tropia was on the hunt for a 1939 
Plymouth coupe when he came across this issue’s 
feature car.  Despite having spent 15 years in 
Bucks County,  PA barn, it was in exceptional, 
original condition. Needless to say…Bill brought it 
home. 

Once at it’s new home, a new ignition coil, 
brake pads, wheel cylinders and master cylinder 
were installed. The old girl fired up and ran!

Bill drove the car in original condition for 
almost 6 years before deciding upon a full, frame-
off restoration.

At a Plymouth Owner’s Club meeting, he met 
Joe “Whitey” Eberle who encouraged the 
restoration.  Bill is quick to note that Whitey also 
became the source for a number of hard to find 
parts from his stockpile of parts. Sadly, Whitey 
passed away just prior…..(continued on next page)
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(cont)….to completion 
of the car’s restoration. 

This is a 2 door sedan, 
which makes it rarer than 
the coupes and 4 door 
sedans. As the “standard” 
model, it also lacks some of 
the options available on the 
higher priced DeLuxe 
versions.

Bill was able to locate 
some extras for the Plymouth, 
like a clock, which is an 
unusual option for any 1941 
model.

The Plymouths of that 
era were well known for their 
durability and affordability. 
Base price in 1941? $739!

For you trivia buffs…
1941 was the last year for 
running boards on any 
Chrysler product.

Called “The 
One for ’41”, 
Plymouth came in 
second to Ford in 
sales for the 
model year.  The 
slight restyle,11 

new colors,  “Fashion-Tone” 
interior, and “Powermatic” 
shifting no doubt played a 
part in Plymouth selling over 
500,000 units in 1941.

So...how did this car get chosen?  
We draw a member’s name at 

random…and feature one of that 
member’s cars. 

Top: 201 c.i. flat head 6 cylinder  
Middle: WW2 era gas rationing decal  
Bottom: Roadking emblem on instrument panel

A 1941 PLYMOUTH MADE IN DETROIT…BUT STILL AN IMPORT?

By September of 1939, auto production in Canada was halted due to WW2. The only new vehicles 
available in Canadian showrooms were cars built in America and exported to Canada.  Our featured 
Plymouth was one of those vehicles built in Detroit for export to Canada.  When it was sold and 
crossed the border into Buffalo, NY, it was titled as an import!
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See Us On Facebook! 
Our MHCC Facebook page is a great way to stay 

in contact with other members between meetings and 
events.  Next time you're on Facebook, search for 
Mopar Heritage Car Club.  

Hellcat Jeep Grand Cherokee? Hel* Yeah! 
Move over Grand Cherokee SRT with your measly 

475 horsepower…the Grand Cherokee Hellcat is on 
it’s way! Priced around $81,000, it’ll be about $10,000 
cheaper than the potential competition (Land Rovers & 
BMWs).  

 
Jeep Pickup? 
It’s official…there will once again be a Jeep pickup.  
 
The new pickup will be based on the next generation 
Wrangler. This will be the first Jeep truck since the 
Comanche was discontinued in 1992.  
 

 
Charger Recall? 

If you have one of the 441,578 2011-2016 affected 
Chargers…you’ll be hearing from Chrysler. 

Apparently, if the tire changing instructions aren’t 
followed, the car can fall off the jack. So, you’ll be 
getting a set of wheel chocks to help prevent this from 
occurring.

I have to ask….if folks can’t follow the instructions 
for changing a tire…do you think they’re gonna use the 
chocks? 

TIME TO RENEW Your Membership  
This Could Be Your Last Issue… 

If you joined the MHCC prior to July 31st 
of last year, it’s time to renew. You can do this 
in person at a meeting or event…send in a 
check…or use Paypal. Emails were sent to 
members that need to renew.  
 
Best of all…the dues have been reduced for 
2016. Dues are now $20 a year.

 
Philadelphia Auto Show & the MHCC

Our previous issue’s feature car was on display at 
the Philadelphia Auto Show.

Tom Finocchio’s 1970 ‘cuda proudly represents the 
MHCC. Congrats Tom..and thanks for the support! 

Odds & Ends
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Fall All Mopar Show at Fred Beans Dodge Chrysler Jeep Ram

Showtime!

Even Mother Nature couldn't keep our 
Annual Fall Mopar Show at Fred Beans 
Dodge Chrysler Jeep RAM from 
happening. Yes, it was held a bit later than 
usual thanks to an impending storm, but 
everything worked out for the better. In 
fact, our “rain date” was a beautiful day, 
albeit a bit on the cool side.

Despite this last minute date change, the 
show was well attended with a great 
variety of Mopars from every era. 
Attendees came from as far as Reading, 
PA and West Milford, NJ to be a part of 
the show.

The Mopar Heritage Car Club was proud 
to donate a portion of our registration 
fees to a local worthy cause, “Engines for 
Emma.” Bill Kohler set up a donation jar for 
the same charity, in which 50-50 winner Bill 
Hertneky placed his winnings.

Continued on next page…
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(All Mopar Show 
Continued…)  
 
As always, there were 
awesome goodie bags and 
delicious lunch provided 
by Fred Beans Dodge 
Chrysler Jeep Ram.

Participants competed 
for multiple awards in 5 classes in this popular vote 
show.  
 
When the ballots were counted, the winners were as 
follows: 
Modified:Tom Nadzam, 1940 Plymouth 
Modified: Tom Finocchio,1970 'cuda 
Modified: Jay Sarver, 1928 Dodge 
Modern: Matt Morris, 2000 Dodge Viper GTS  
Modern: Steve Tippy, 2010 Dodge Challenger SRT8
Modern: Donna Fitzgerald, 2010 Challenger
Muscle: Jim Cunningham, 1969 Charger “General Lee” 
Muscle: Nick Raschilla, 1968 Dodge Coronet RT
Muscle: Brian Kapral, 1969 Dodge Charger
Classic: Jeff Downes, 1969 Imperial
Classic: John Lloyd, 1974 Dodge Challenger
Classic: Laura Cunningham, 1972 Dodge Charger
Antique: Roy & Janice Harmon, 1948 Plymouth  
Antique: Jack Tomlinson, 1937 Dodge  
Antique: Bud Maxwell, 1948 Plymouth  
Club Choice: Marco Roselli 1969 Road Runner  
Dealer’s Choice: Bill & Christine Hertneky,  
1970 Plymouth Road Runner

A big “Thank You” to Fred Beans Dodge Chrysler Jeep Ram for hosting the show, the goodie 
bags and lunch. Thanks also to Tim Eberle for setting up and organizing the show.  Photos: Skids

The MHCC Spring Mopar Show at Fred Beans 
is scheduled for May 7, 2016.  

Please save the date and plan to attend.

Brian Nesbitt, General Manager of Fred Beans Dodge 
Chrysler Jeep Ram (L) accepts the MHCC thanks from 
MHCC Vice President and show organizer Tim Eberle. 
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Presented by 
Brian KapralRestoration Corner

I've recently started undertaking stainless steel trim restoration along with other 
items I restore.  With any part or piece, the end result greatly depends on the 
condition of the piece that you start with. 

You first need to start with assessing what kind of damage had been done to the 
stainless piece.  
 
Dents can come in two forms.  An inward dent which is usually the most 
common from dings and other type of strikes from installing the part or even 
something as simple as a shopping cart in a parking lot or some knucklehead 
opening up their door into your trim.  The other type of dent is an outward 
dent.  This is commonly from taking the trim off or something getting behind the 
piece and causing the dent.  Each way type has a certain way that needs to have 

the dent worked out.  Once you establish this, you can start working 
on your trim piece.  
 
The other common issue with stainless steel trim rings is something 
called curb rash.  This is when the trim piece gets scraped up, usually 
with deep gouges that require sanding to get them flat again. 
 Sanding or any kind of removal of material can be risky as 
sometimes trim pieces are very thin to begin with.  Depending on 
how deep the scratches and gouges are depends on what grit sand 
paper you would want to begin with.  Always start with the least 
aggressive grit.  This way, should you need to go more, you are not 
adding work by putting deeper scratches into the piece that you are 
trying to remove them from.  
 
Another thing to keep in mind is that metal stretches.  Depending 
on how hard or deep the dents are could effect if the metal has 
stretched enough to not allow it back to the original shape.  If this is 
the case, extra care really needs to be taken so as to not damage the 
piece more.  
 
Once you start working on the piece, you start sanding the part 
where the damage is with the sand paper wrapped around a straight 
piece of wood or other means.  This will allow you to see if you 
were able to hammer out all of the dents enough or if more 
working needs to be done.  If more hammering is needed, continue 
with this taking breaks to sand the area again to see if more 
straightening is needed. Once you get the are to your desired 
straightness, you then start sanding the area of damage.      
(Continued on next page)

Restoring Original Road & Rally Wheel Trim Rings
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Presented by 
Brian KapralRestoration Corner

Continue going finer and finer till you can start using the different rouges 
for the buffing wheel.  Different materials require different rouges and 
different buffing wheels.  Some rouges cut faster than others while other 
rouges are for bringing out the color in the metal.  
 
Again, this is a very delicate process as sanding and buffing cause a bi-
product of heating up the metal.  This can cause a burn mark in the metal or 
even burn through the metal causing a hole in it.  Folks, once the metal is 
gone, the piece is ruined!  I can't stress enough to take your time while 
doing this or, leave it to a professional! Sometimes its worth the extra 
money to have someone do it for you.  
 
With each stage of sanding or buffing, you will have less and less scratches 
left in the material.  

Your eventual 
goal, while it 
might take quite 
a few hours, is to 
completely 
remove all of the 
scratches left in the 
material from your 
sanding.  Your finished piece should look just as good as when it was 
new.  As always, know your level of skill before you try any of this.  
I hope you found this educational and I look forward to writing more 
of these restoration tips and techniques.  
 
For those who might have a question, please feel free to reach out to 
me at resq302@aol.com.

Always wear safety goggles, face protection, and use common sense should you try to refinish your parts. Buffing 
using the compounds, buffing wheels and motor is a sloppy and potentially dangerous job that requires some 
expertise. You could damage parts or be injured.  This article is a discussion about the manner in which Brian 
restores stainless steel parts. It is not meant as a complete “how to” and the club does not present it as such.

Face shield, mask, greaseless compounds 
and a variety of buffing wheels.

mailto:resq302@aol.com
mailto:resq302@aol.com
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Dart & 200 Cancelled! 
Well, at least not right away apparently.  Fiat 

Chrysler Automobiles CEO Sergio Marchionne says 
that the company is going to rely more on the 
profitable Jeeps and Rams.

He says that the Dart and 200 would “run their 
course” and that they would look for future 
partnerships with others to build compact cars.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Snow Scene Part 1! 
Matt’s 1972 Scamp in about 1980 being dug out of 

the snow. Scamp had studded snow tires at that time, 
too.  

 
Snow Scene Part 1I!

Seen on Facebook during the Blizzard of 2016,  
Ken Rossiter’s Challenger is snowed in!

 
Also Seen on Facebook with a “snow” theme… 

Member Brian “Snowcone King” Kapral at the Mopar 
Atlantic Nationals. Summer will be here soon!  
 
Trivia Question

There is one distance/measurement that has been 
the same on nearly every car sold in the US.

Could it be the distance between the wiper arm 
pivots? The gap between the brake and accelerator 
pedals? What do you think it could be?

Even More Odds & Ends
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Mini-Ductor II  
 

I know, the title says “Cool Tools”…but this one is hot!  
 
Often, the only way to effectively remove a rusted fastener is with heat. 
Professional technicians often use a torch to get a nut or bolt red hot in order 
to aid in removal. Many auto hobbyists don't have access to a torch at home, 
plus, there are many places where a flame would be dangerous around an 
automobile. There are also a number of chemicals available to help with rusted 
fasteners; Aero-Kroil, PB Blaster, WD-40 and many more.  

The Mini-Ductor leverages 
the power of Invisible Heat 
to heat ferrous metals in 
seconds. Using high 

frequency magnetic fields, this tool releases frozen or corroded 
hardware and other metallic compounds from corrosion and 
threadlike compounds. It’s coils can flex around corners where flames 
cannot…this tool can heat a 3/4” nut  to red hot in 15 seconds.  
 
Other optional pads can aid in the removal of vinyl graphics, body side 
moldings, emblems and help stress relieve dents for ease of repair.

It’s easy to use. Simply attach the coil that best suits the fastener 
you are trying to remove into the unit. Plug unit into a standard 
wall outlet. Then, place the coil over the fastener and press the 
button. Within seconds, the fastener is red hot.  
 
Besides nuts and bolts…this tool could help with frozen brake lines, bleeders, 02 sensors 
and more. In fact, I’m told one good use is on leaf spring bolts without melting the rubber bushings.  
 
The one pictured was borrowed from a friend who uses it in the restoration of antique lighting fixtures. 

Optional kit of coils.

cool tools!
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Treasurer's Report 
Submitted by Andy Dymek

Car Show Calendar 
Compiled by Bill Koehler

Feb 20-21,Motorama  
PA Farmshow Complex, Harrisburg, PA  
 
April 10, East Penn Modifiers  
Palisades High School, Kintnersville, PA  
 
April 15-17, Englishtown Raceway Park Swap Meet 

April 23, ECRT Car Show  
46 Washington St, Morrisville, PA

April 24, Cruisin for a Cause, Pub Diner Bensalem  
2900 Street Road, Car Exhibition  
 
May 1, Bedminster Land Conservancy Rally  
Start Location, AGA Farms (Former Vargo Dragway)  
www.bedminsterlandconservancy.org 
 
May 7, 2016  
MHCC All Mopar Show 
Fred Beans Dodge Chrysler Jeep  
858 N. Easton Road, Doylestown, PA  
 
May 7, Faulkner Mazda, Moin’ On Kruzers  
44437 East Street Road, Bensalem, PA  
 
May 14, Christ the King Car Show, NE Musclecar Club  
3205 Chesterfield Avenue, Philadelphia

May 14, East Penn Modifiers. Telford Fire Company

May 15, Hereford Gun Club Car Show  
91 Gun Club Rd, Barto, PA

September 11, 2016  
MHCC All Makes Car Show 
Neshaminy State Park…..DETAILS TO COME  
PLEASE NOTE: Items listed in red are MHCC Events.

Charitable Contribution
Many of us have attended the Cruise Nights 

in Hatboro, PA at the Speed Raceway. Many also 
enjoy the town of Hatboro’s “real” cruise nights 
where participants actually cruise Old York Road 
with their special cars.

These events are organized largely by 
Adrienne Fisher. We learned just before 
Christmas that her home was badly damaged in a 
fire. Two GoFundMe pages had been established 
to help Adrienne and Steve Fisher.

After some discussion at our meeting is was 
decided that the MHCC would donate $150 to 
this cause. Treasurer Andy Dymek ensured that 
this occurred. 

Thanks to our members for your 
thoughtfulness in helping others.  

Newsletter Help Welcomed!  
Have an idea for a story? Have a tip or technique that 

might be helpful to others?  

We’d be glad to have your help! Drop Matt a line to 
get started!

Coming Up In The Next Issue
• Product Review, Enviro-Shield
• Vendor Spotlight
• Member's Mopar Feature...& Much More!

Treasury Balance 1/1/16:
Dues:  
Donation for the Fishers 
Get Well Gifts
Jan-Feb Dinner Bill Shortage 
Dues overpaid (held in account)  

Balance 2/7/16 

$1576.68  
$277.36  
-150.00  
-126.36  
-20.00
25.00  

1735.65

NOTE: Memberships paid via Paypal have a % in transaction fees taken, 
resulting in an uneven deposit  

Cruise Nights Calendar 
Compiled by Bill Koehler

• March 20, Quaker Steak & Lube, 1411 Kenneth Road, York, PA  
 

• April 9, Newberg Deli & Catering, Easton, PA  
 

• April 16, Spanky’s Grill, Bartonsville, PA  
 

• May 26, Butler PA. Cruise-a-Palooza 12-7 Farmshow Fairgrounds  
 

• Hatboro Cruise Nights, Speed Raceway, First Friday, Apr-Oct.  
 

• Old Forge Motorcars, Cars & Coffee, Every Saturday  
 

• Gas Guzzlers/Mission BBQ, Roosevelt Blvd, 1st Monday, Apr-Sept  
 

• High Tides Restaurant, Bensalem Northeast Musclecar Club, 3rd 
Saturday May-Oct  
 

 • Katie O’Donnell’s, NE Philly, Northeast Musclecar Club,1st 
Saturday, May-Oct  


