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From The Pres... 
It’s hard to believe we are at the close of another year, another show season..and the final edition of 
“Under The Hood” for 2016. Where did the time go?  
 
I’d like to take a moment to thank everyone for making our group the friendly, fun club that it has become.  
 
Finally, while winter is here…please take advantage of our monthly meetings. They’re a great opportunity 
to get your “Mopar Fix”, have a bite to eat…and visit with fellow club members.  
                                                                       Till the next time… Matt Morris

Under The Hood 
Mark & Karen Gold’s 1968 Dodge Dart

Mark and Karen’s Dart may have started out mild-
mannered with a slant six…but it’s been transformed 
into a pavement pounder with a 340HP/727 combo.

Mark first got acquainted with the Dart at the 
Chryslers at Carlisle event in 2012 where the previous 
owner had placed it for sale. The owner, from 
Audobon, PA, had taken care of the body work and 
paint as well as installing the 340/727. 

The original build sheet and bill of sale were still with 
the Dart.  Mark learned that the Dart was originally 
sold to folks in Brooklyn.

Mark liked what he saw…and the rest is history.

Once home, it was time to get to work. Dart required 
some TLC to become the car she is now.

(Continued On Next Page)
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GOLD’S DART CONTINUED
Besides needing a substantial detail, Dart needed some other 
repairs and upgrades to make her safe and roadworthy.

Work began with an entire new braking system, everything from 
the master cylinder to the lines was replaced. Some suspension 
parts were powder coated for good looks and protection. 
 
Next, the engine compartment was detailed and repainted. The 
engine was pulled and dressed up with Mopar Performance 
chrome goodies.  
 
The Golds got this one right! She just looks mean in a great color 
combination, street fighter wheels, and a 340-727 to back it all up. 
Did I mention this car is clean…clean…clean?  
 
Mark is quick to add that Tim Eberle was a big help with projects 
and getting the Dart to its show condition.  
 
Mark also was able to track down the original owners about the 
car. Unfortunately, they don’t speak much English so very little has 
been learned from them thus far.

Today, the Golds enjoy the Dart with sunny day drives, cruise 
nights and car shows. For good reason too, when you have a Dart 
like this….wouldn’t you want to drive it?

Top:  Engine Compartment with 340  
Second: The business office of the Gold’s Dart 
Third: The View The Chevy In The Other Lane Saw  

So...how did this car get chosen?  We select a member’s name 
at random…and feature one of that member’s cars. 

For 1968, Dart had minor changes. The parking lights in the grill were moved towards the 
center and changed to a round shape. Side marker lights were added at all four corners 
to comply with new motor vehicle rules.
 
For drag racers, the big news for 1968 was the L023 code Hurst Hemi Darts. Only 80 
were built, made strictly for drag racing.  
 
For 1968, you could get the Dart in both a 2 door or 4 door, with engines ranging from 
slant six to the mighty hemi. Plenty of ways to catch Dodge Fever!
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The former Vargo Dragstrip, now known as AGA Farm is a historic drag racing 
venue. While it only operated for about ten years, it managed to find a place in 
the hearts of many drag racers.  It's also the home of a once-a-year car show 
that attracts hundreds of specialty cars from every era and manufacturer.

It's a relaxed show with judging by local Boy Scouts, who are also the partial 
beneficiaries of the funds raised. There's a swap meet area and plenty of good 
food...but did I mention the cars? There was a record attendance for 2016, with 
approximately 700 vehicles on display.

It's also important to know that 
this event is organized and 
operated by our very own 
Laurie Ermentrout and Jay 
Sarver. Thanks to Laurie and Jay, 
MHCC members were treated 
to reserved parking at the top 
end of the dragstrip. 

My hat is off to everyone that 
plays a part in this amazing 
event. Thanks for having the 
MHCC!! If you were unable to make it in 2016…save the date for 
next year, 11/4/17…you’ll be glad you did! 
 

vargo dragway show
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See Us On Facebook!
Our MHCC Facebook page is a great way to stay 

in contact with other members between meetings and 
events.  Next time you're on Facebook, search for 
Mopar Heritage Car Club.  

Jeep Truck…it’s a go!
A small pickup based on the Jeep Wrangler is on 

it’s way. Some aftermarket firms have sold conversion 
kits, but it looks like Chrysler is finally going to make a 
Jeep Wrangler pickup.  We’ll have to wait until the 2018 
model year when the new platform comes…but it will 
still be body on chassis and likely powered by the 3.6 
V6 or a rumored 2.0 4 cylinder with a turbo. Expect to 
spend about $30,000 for yours.  
 
 
Fred Beans Spring Show! 

The date is set, Sunday, May 7, for the 2017 edition 
of our Spring show at Fred Beans Dodge Chrysler Jeep 
Ram. Save the date and pass the word! 
 
 
All Wheel Drive Challenger Confirmed! 

It’s for real! For 2017, there will be a V6 powered 
Challenger with all wheel drive. Ditch the Jeep and 
Ram…snow isn’t a problem any more! Production will 
start any minute with a starting price around $35,000.

 

 
Speaking of Challengers…(and Chargers)

Rumors have been flying that a new Challenger and 
Charger would hit the ground for 2018. Looks like that 
isn’t happening. Word on the street is that the current 
models of both will be on the showroom floors until 
2020.

 
 
ANOTHER RUN of T-Shirts and now 
Sweatshirts!

Please contact Matt if you’d like more t-shirts or a 
crew or hoodie sweatshirt.  We have met the minimum 
so we’re ready to go.  Let Matt know what you’d like!

 
Important Dates in Mopar History 
Compiled by Celeste Morris 

November 2, 1983  
First Chrysler minivan goes into production.

November 14, 1914  
First Dodge rolls off the assembly line.

December 10, 1920  
Horace Elgin Dodge passes away at age 52.  
 
December 22, 1973  
Virgil Exner passes away at age 64.

 
 

Odds & Ends
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Some of us don't have the luxury to live in nice warm climates throughout the entire year so about this time, we have to 
prepare our car for its "long winter's nap" as I like to call it.  While I typically do restoration type articles, I felt this is 
important enough to share with everyone.  I've come across a product called Star Tron Enzyme Fuel System 
Treatment made by StarBrite.  I have personally used this now for a few years and not only does it preserve the fuel 
for up to two years (or at least claims it) but I have found that it smooths out the idle, gets better throttle response, and 
really helps with that ever popular ethanol problem that todays crappy gas has.  This product helps prevent phase 
separation of the fuel which is almost like having your fuel break down into layers of a cake when your gas needs to be 
a nice balanced mixture in order for our cars to run right.  
  
Another thing to do with your fuel system is to top off the tank before you put your car away for a 
long time.  This helps prevent moisture from collecting in that open air space in the tank which will 
cause the tank to rust away at the top of the tank and worse yet, allow moisture to collect in your 
gas causing all kinds of problems in the future. 
  
While you are topping off the gas, now would also be a great time to check and top off any other 
fluids in the engine, trans, or rear axle for the winter.  Be sure to check your coolant to see if it is 
good or needs to be changed out or is ok down to your desired temp range.  
  
I also like to slightly over inflate my tires which helps prevent flat spots from the car sitting in one 
spot for a prolonged period of time.  I have found others jack the car up off the suspension a little 
which relieves the stress on the suspension, however, also makes it take more time to undo 
should you have a nice day and want to take it out for a quick ride. 
  
You also might consider hooking up a battery tender / charger / maintainer to maintain a full 
charge on your battery while it is stationary for a while.  If you do not have one of these, I would, at 
a minimum, disconnect the negative side of the battery to prevent any possible battery drain while the car is not in use. 
  
Finally, give your car a good cleaning before you put it away.  This makes it easier to just get ready for the new show 
season that awaits us and a clean car will make it easier to see if things need any kind of attention in the future which 
you can potentially do over the winter down time.  After I clean the interior, I like to put some dryer sheets into the 
passenger compartment of the car nicely hidden like under the seats or glove box.  Not only does this give the inside 
of your car a nice clean scent, but it also has been proven to keep the mice away as there is something in the dryer 
sheets that they do not like the scent of. 
  
Be safe, be healthy, and be sure to take care of your cars in the down time of winter!

Presented by 
Brian KapralRestoration Corner

as we settle down for our long winter’s nap…  
Some Helpful Tips To Make Sure Your Mopar Is Ready To Rock In The Spring!

Inexpensive battery charger-maintainer! 
As Brian notes, a battery maintainer/charger is a must when cars are in 
storage or aren’t being driven regularly.  
 
The Schumacher unit shown to the left is a fully automatic unit that can be 
used through your cigarette lighter port, via a wired connection to your 
battery, or with the clamps.  

We have several of these and they work great. Best of all…they’re only 
about $25 and available at your local Wal-Mart.
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FALl 2016 Show at Fred Beans
October 9, 2016 brought our annual fall show at Fred Beans Chrysler Jeep 
Dodge Ram.  
 
This was the first time we held our show on a Sunday, but it proved to be a wise 
move. Despite weather that was less than perfect…we still had the usual number 
of entrants.  
 
There was a delicious catered lunch for all, amazing goodie bags and of course, a 
great selection of special Mopars.  
 
Mark your calendar for our Spring show, May 7, 2017.



NEWSLETTER OF THE MHCC                              NOVEMBER-DEC 2016

 PAGE  7

FALl 2016 Show at Fred Beans

Thank You to Fred Beans chrysler  Jeep Dodge RAM!
A big “thank you” to the Fred Beans Organization and 
Chrysler store Manager Brian Nesbitt for their hospitality 
to have our show at their dealership. Thanks too for their 
generosity with goodie bag items and the delicious lunch. 
Kudos to MHCC Vice President and Fred Beans Parts 
Manager, Tim Eberle for setting up our shows.  
 
Thanks also to everyone that helps move the cars, handle 
show car parking, event registration, and much more.
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DODGE VIPER 
A Hisssstory on America’s Real Supercar, Part 3 

A Viper coupe! Just as the Viper concept had it’s roots in the AC Shelby Cobra…this new coupe 
would also take cues from the Shelby Cobra Daytona coupe. For the first time, a Viper would have 

real roll-up windows and 
exterior door handles! 
Such luxuries! Rear 
exhaust would continue 
although a new Gen II 
engine was in the works. 
The new 488c.i. V10 (8 
liters for the young 
folks!) was now pushing 
450 horsepower and 495 
ft. lbs. of torque.  
 
The new suspension 
was a dramatic shift 

with it’s cast aluminum arms.  Air-bags 
also were added for the first time to a 
Viper. An upgraded interior was also 
designed with dual airbags, and new electric door locks and 
releases.  

For the first year Viper GTS, you could get any color you 
wanted….as long as it was blue with white stripes.  
 
A Viper was also chosen to pace the Indianapolis 500 for the 
second time in 4 years, as GTS would pace the 1996 race.  

Red was added in 1997. From then on, red was always available and the other colors varied from year to year.  There 
was yellow, black, sapphire, granite and steel grey…each with optional stripes. Worthless trivia alert…you can tell a 
blue 1996 from a 1997 easily as the stripes go behind the license plate only on the 1996.  (CONTINUED)

Top: The author’s former 1996 GTS.  
Top Right: Brochure announcing the GTS concept car.  
Second Left: New Gen II engine.  
Third Left: Chrysler promotional photo of GTS pace Car  
Above Right: Rear of 1996 GTS
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A Hisssstory on America’s Real Supercar, Part 3

(CONTINUED)
For 1998 a run of 100 GT2 replicas were built to 
commemorate the GTS’ success on the track. These were all 
white with a blue interior. 
 
Power mirrors and a remote hatch release would come in 
1999, but the first noticeable mechanical change came in 2000 
when the engine’s internals were updated.  All Vipers 
went from forged pistons to hypereutectic pistons 
and got a revised camshaft. The new pistons were 
better for cold start emissions and potential scuffing. 
These 2000 to 2002 Vipers are sometimes referred to 
as “creampuffs” because they idle smoother. Truth is, 
they were penalized in the “Viper Days” racing circuit 
because they were making more power than the 
1999 and earlier cars.  
 
The Viper GTS was proving to be a formidable foe on 
the race track. In the 2000 24 Hours at Daytona 
Race, a Viper GTS run by Team Oreca not only won 
it’s class…but took the overall victory against some 
of the fastest prototype cars that the world had to 
offer.  
 
2001 saw the addition of anti-lock brakes on the 
Viper. Purists hated this, thinking that the Viper should 
remain unencumbered with electronic nannies. For 
some, it was a welcomed update that helped avoid flat spotting front tires.  
 
2002 brought the Gen II Vipers to an end. A run of “Final Edition” cars were built, all red with white stripes and 
marked as “final edition” with a number plaque on the console.

Top Left:  2000 GTS in Steel Grey with factory Silver Stripes. 1 of 129 built.  
Top Right: 1998 Viper GT2. Only 100 are built.  
Second Right: Poster commemorating Viper GTS’ Overall Win at 2000 24 Hours of Daytona.  
Bottom Right: The last 2002 Final Edition GTS comes off the assemble line at Conner Avenue Assembly Plant.  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Craftsman Master Thread Restorer Kit 

This tool set certainly isn’t ground breaking, high-tech or new…but it deserves a 
place in your toolbox. I have used the set shown so many times, for so many 
reasons, that I cannot imagine being without it.

If you work on anything with nuts, bolts, studs...this is a set that you’ll find very 
helpful.  The Master Thread Restorer Kit works very much the way a tap and die kit 
does, with one big exception. 

This doesn't cut new threads....it repairs existing 
threads.

Nuts, bolts or studs that have been cross threaded 
can be repaired. Rusted hardware can often be saved. 
Removes old thread locking compound, too. In short, 
very helpful to clean and straighten damaged 
threads..interior or exterior. 

While you could use a tap or die for similar uses, 
there’s the real risk of damaging the threads as taps and 
dies are made to cut new threads…not clean existing 
ones.

This kit is sold by Craftsman, but the same set was 
also available from Snap On and other “pro” tool 
brands at a much higher cost. Included in the kit are a 
number of internal and external restorers as well as two 
thread files with protective sleeve-handles. It’s all inside a form molded case.

This 40 piece kit is available at most Sears stores, but there’s 
a slightly larger 48 piece kit available on the Sears website. You 
may also be able to find a used kit by Snap-On, etc on eBay.

cool tools!

NEWS FLASH! 
Our last two “Cool Tools” installments 
featured very helpful Craftsman tools.  

It was announced on January 5, 2017 that Sears is selling off the 
Craftsman line to Stanley/Black & Decker.

Only time will tell what the sale does to this iconic brand.
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Treasurer's Report, December 2016 
Submitted by Andy Dymek

Car Show & Cruise Calendar  
Compiled by Bill Koehler  

Also check our Facebook page for recent additions 
EVENTS IN RED ARE MHCC EVENTS  

Allentown Autorama  
January 20, 21, 22, 2017  

SAVE THE DATE!!! 
May 7, 2017  
MHCC Spring All Mopar Show 
Fred Beans Dodge Chrysler Jeep Ram  
Doylestown, PA  
 
 
Cars & Coffee  
Old Forge Motorcars, Lansdale  
Every Saturday Morning, Regardless of Weather  
8AM to Noon 

 
 

Starting Treasury Balance:
Meeting Dinner Bill:  
Dues:
 

 
Ending Balance 
 

$2056.96  
$22.00  
294.72  

 
 

$2373.68
 

NOTE: Memberships paid via Paypal have a % in transaction fees taken, 
resulting in an uneven deposit  

 
 

Be There or Be Square….MHCC After Christmas Party! 

January 14 is the day…the Dymek residence on Pulinski Road is the place.  
Same as last year, everyone brings a dish to share…and the club pays for 
beverages. 

 
An email has been sent. Please respond with a head count and what you’d 
like to bring. 
 

Coming Up In The Next Issue

• Cool Tool Product Review

• Member’s Mopar Feature

• Restoration Corner

• Post Christmas Party Coverage

MHCC T-Shirts & Sweatshirts! 
Pease contact Matt if you’d 
like more t-shirts or a crew 

or hoodie sweatshirt.  
 

ATTENTION MEMBERS!
2017 MHCC dues are now due.

 
We lowered the dues to $20 in 2016. We can accept 
payments via Paypal or personal check. We also gladly 
accept cash in person at a meeting or other event.  
 
There’s a lot planned for 2017 and we want you to play a 
part! 
 
If you have already renewed…thank you!! 


