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From The Pres…Under The Hood…. 
As winter rapidly approaches, we get ready for the fall events and attending Vargo. Winter 
also means a good time to think about projects to help make winter go by a bit quicker. To 
that end, we’ve started a column in this issue about the restoration of an Eco Tireflator.  
 
Also…as you have no doubt seen…a story about Dawn Dymek’s Barracuda. 
 
As always, I’m thankful for your requests for stories…so keep ‘em coming. In fact, one 
requested story is still being researched, so it’ll be coming soon.  
 
                                                                 Till the next time… Matt Morris

Under The Hood 
The Dymek’s 1970 Barracuda Gran Coupe Convertible 

Some guys know when they have found a 
diamond in the rough. Joe “Whitey” Eberle 
was one of those guys.

Some time around 1980, Whitey located the 
1970 Barracuda Gran Coupe convertible seen 
here. It was in primer, had some rust in the 

quarters and was buried up to its bumpers in 
sand as it sat in the basement garage of it’s 
owner in southern New Jersey.  
 
Whitey knew what this car was; a real EV2 
Tor-Red, big block Gran Coupe convertible.

“Keeping it in the family”
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Further, he realized that it was one of 54 with 
the L code 383 2 bbl and automatic. It also 
has power windows, console, cruise control 
and the J54 sport hood from the factory.

It took an afternoon to dig the car out 
from the garage where it resided and then 
took the couple hour trip back to Pulinski 
Road on a flatbed. The car looked rough.

Knowing he was pushing his luck buying this 
one, he stopped on the way home to acquire a 
bouquet of flowers. When he arrived home, 
Whitey threw the flowers through the front 
door. They came right back out. Mrs. E was 
not amused but the Gran Coupe had found 
a home in the garage.  
 
Over the next few years, the quarters were 
repaired and the mechanicals were brought 
back to life. The convertible sat in the 
corner of the garage for many years until 
Whitey decided it was time to retire 
around 2001. The garage was cleared of a 
number of cars 
(including a 1970 
hemicuda) but the 
Gran Coupe got to 
stay, along with 2 
1939 Plymouths, 
and moved north 
to the Poconos, 
still in primer.  
 

So...how did this car get chosen?  We select a member’s name at random…and feature one of that member’s cars. 
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Whitey worked on and off on the car and 
added his personal touches like the Go wing, 
Cuda exhaust tips, hood pins, and Cuda 
foglamps until he went to the great car show 
in the sky. 

Dawn purchased the car from her mother to 
keep it in the family and it moved back to 
Pulinski Road. Work began to finish the body 
work and get her painted.

In 2005 we found out that there would be a 
new baby girl joining the family and the 
decision was made to have the Gran Coupe 
completed so we could bring Breanne home 
in Pop’s car. Work progressed and I planned 
to paint the convertible 2 weeks before 
Breanne was due. She decided to join us 3 
weeks early.

Almost a week after we brought Breanne 
home, on June 10 2006, the Gran Coupe 
returned to her EV2 color for the first time 
in many years. She is now used sparingly 
during nice weather and will remain part of 
the family as both Pop’s convertible and 
Breanne’s (almost) birthday car.

editor’s note: 
First, a big thank you to Andy and Dawn for writing the story on 
Dawn’s Barracuda. 

Also, a note about the Eberle’s late Father, Whitey. I had the privilege 
to know Whitey. He was always quick to help a fellow Moparite with 
advice, a part, or a hand in the project. A kind, helpful man. The 
Mopar family truly lost a great ally when Whitey passed.
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Challenger SRT Hellcat Redeye 
Enters Production!

797 horsepower, 707 pd. ft. of torque means 0-60 
happens in just 3.4 seconds with a quarter mile time of 
10.8 @ 131 miles per hour. I know, I know…if you have 
to ask…you can’t afford it…but MSRP starts at 
$69,650.

 

Mopar Hot Wheels Collection
We found these at our local Wal-Mart recently. A 

set of 8 different Mopars in special packaging. 

There’s the 2013 Viper, Custom ’77 Dodge Van, 
Dodge Charger Drift, Viper GTS-R, Plymouth Road 
Runner, Dixie Challenger, 70 Dodge Challenger (it’s 
really a Charger) and a ’70 Power Wagon.

Heard on Sirius Outlaw Country
While surfing my preset channels, this song was 

ending but I was able to get a quick (albeit blurry) shot 
of the band and title. “Building Chryslers” by the Bottle 
Rockets.  
 
Well, I looked up the lyrics and they’re not exactly 
complimentary. Basically,  it’s about a guy installing 
airbags on a Chrysler assembly line that doesn’t care 
about quality because the union will protect his job. Oh 
yeah,  he drives a Toyota.  

Club Roster In The Works!
This roster will ONLY be distributed to our 

members…it will not be made public under any 
circumstances, so your information will only be shared 
with our membership.

If you’d like to be included in our roster, please 
send your name, address, phone number, email address, 
and list of Mopars. We’ll also include occupations, if 
you’d like to provide that info. This may help members 
work together.

You can email the info to me at 
mattmorris@verizon.net or via regular mail at the 
address below. We’ll also take your info at a monthly 
meeting or club event/show.

Matt Morris

1276 Bridgetown Pike

Langhorne, PA 19053

Odds & Ends
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I have often said, "the more I learn, the more I realize 
how much more there is to learn that I don't know."  
I've come to say that quite frequently with my recent 
project that I acquired in February.

How many of us have a power steering cooler on our cars?  Now, 
I'm not talking about our newer, daily drivers or newer limited 
production vehicles.  They all pretty much have them now.  I'm 
talking about our old, beloved antique cars.  The stuff when it was 
easy to work on, where you could stand in the engine compartment 
compared to todays cars.

Back in the muscle car era, a lot of cars were available with an 
optional thing called an "Axle Package".  This option got you a better 
rear axle ratio for quicker off the line acceleration and other stuff 
such as a larger radiator, better suspension, better brakes, and yes, a 
power steering cooler if you had power steering checked off.

 While one can see the advantages of the bigger radiator, better 
fan, better brakes, better suspension, one might question the tiny 
finned elongated loop that was added for the power steering 
cooler.  The finned cooler part was bolted to either the front or 
the rear part of the power steering pump which was usually in a 
close proximity to the block or even the exhaust manifold where a 
tremendous amount of heat would be cast off.  This also made for 
tight quarters where the battery tray was in some cars and could 
lead to potential damage in the larger B body cars.

To throw yet another wrench into the master plan, it was not one 
universal power steering cooler !  Thats right everyone, there were 
different coolers for a small block than a big block !  Different 
coolers for different body styles !  Different coolers for different 
brand pumps.

Yes, depending on what engine and such you got in your car, you 
could have had a Federal power steering pump, a TRW power 
steering pump, and the most popular…Saginaw power steering 
pump.  

Presented by 
Brian KapralRestoration Corner

COol car!  Cooler parts! 
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However, with the thousands and thousands of cars 
that Chrysler was turning out during that time, these 
coolers were relatively easy to come across and add or 
replace as needed.

Today, 40 something years later, it's not so easy.  Glen-
Ray radiators used to reproduce these but like all good 
things, it eventually came to an end due to 
circumstances beyond their control.  So while your car 
might not have come with one of these parts, 
(consider yourself lucky !) other cars would have had 
them and for those of us trying to get our cars back to 
the way they were when they were sold new, it can be 
a pretty daunting task trying to locate these.  For 
those of you who do go one step further to locate 
ones that have the original part number AND the 
correct date code for your car, I have just two words 

for you...... GOOD LUCK !  

Since this is the restoration corner, I should note that some parts 
on the power steering pump were dipped in 80% gloss paint 
which could have led to runs on these parts.  Those things would 
be brackets and other parts that would not be susceptible to 
paint contamination where the oil would go.  Things like the 
reservoir and pump body itself would most likely have been spray 
painted as an assembly with the pulley and mounting nut for the 
pump being assembled at a final point depending on which 
application it would have been designated for.  

Another common incorrect item on a power steering pump is 
the cap with dip stick inside its lid.  Originally the early power 
steering pumps had a metal cap with two ears on it.  Over time, 
either seals on them wore out or they got lost and replacements 
were a plastic cap with the same plastic attached dipstick.  This is 

one of those detail items that could either get you that first or second place that you are going after.

Till next time, keep enjoying the classics !

editor’s note: 
Brian’s article brings up a great point. Some of you will remember the time when parts for older Mopars 

were all but non-existent. I remember at the time, exceptionally difficult to find parts were said to be made 
of a material called “unobtaininum”. We’re blessed today to have so much more available in reproduction 

parts, but as mentioned in the article…these power steering coolers are now also out of production. We 
Moparfolk still don’t have it as good as some GM and Ford cars when it comes to parts. 

 
In some cases the correct restoration of parts is…believe it or not…the easier task when compared to  

actually finding the correct parts you need.
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Eco TireFlator model 97 
A long time friend (who for some reason became estranged 
over the past couple years) passed away. A mutual friend is the 
heir.. When my friend commented that I should come get 
anything I may like to remember our departed friend, I 
expressed an interest in the Eco Tireflator that I always admired. 

The Eco Tireflator was at one time a mainstay of the corner gas 
station, and they led difficult lives. They were outside 24-7 where 
they were generally abused. Today, they’re collector’s items. These 
are not compressors, they require compressed air to function. 
They are meters that stop inflating at the pressure you request. 
There’s a whole network of folks that support these machines 
and parts are more available that one might expect.

While it looks good from the outside, it doesn’t work correctly, 
and needs to have the mechanism restored. We’ll do a cosmetic 
restoration at the same time. Turns out that this is a Model 97, 
which is the wall mounted version. If the same mechanism was 
mounted on a pedestal as mine is…it would’ve been Model 98. 
Both are the same except for the way they are mounted. The 90 
series models started production in 1947.  
 
For those that haven’t experienced one of these, they’re very interesting. 
You turn the crank on the side until it displays the desired pressure, lift the 
hose from the hook and inflate your tire. The unit will pump a bit of air…
ringing a bell each time…then pause to check the pressure. As long as 
you’ve heard three rings to start…it’s accurate to within a pound. When 
you replace the hose on the hook…it turns the unit off. It also has a light at 
the top to illuminate the face.

I’ve only taken it far enough apart to sort out what 
parts I need. I removed the strainer to find it had 
some rust inside from the unit not being drained of 
moisture. Using a product recommended by a 
friend, Jax Instant Copper & Brass Cleaner, we were 
able to make a huge improvement and not only 
make the strainer look almost new…but also 
removed most of the rust allowing this part to be 
reused.

These types of projects are fun, (like the traffic light 
I restored a number of years ago) as it allows us to 
do a little mechanical, a little painting, etc…just like 
restoring a car…but on a much smaller and more manageable scale.  
 
In future newsletters, I’ll keep everyone updated on the progress.
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The Yardley VFW hosted their second annual car show on June 17, 2018.. This show is held in 
conjunction with the MHCC. It’s a unique show in a park-like setting with popular vote judging as well 
as Commandant’s choice in four classes. Good food and music are also part of the day. It’s an open 
show for all makes and models, with proceeds to benefit veterans and their families.  
 
For a reason this writer cannot quite understand, despite all of the above…the show fails to draw a 
huge car field…yet some attendees come from as far as Hightstown, NJ.
 
MHCC member and Yardley VFW member, Bill Tropia organizes and hosts this event. Veterans and their 
families directly benefit from the proceeds of this show. 
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Yet another Vargo Dragway show is in the record books. In fact, they set 
another attendance record with over 860 vehicles registered. I’ve said it 
before…and I’ll say it again…you owe it to yourself to come experience 
the Vargo Dragway show for yourself. This year’s event is November 3rd.  
 
There’s plenty of good food, lots and lots of cool cars of every description 
(including old racecars) and a very relaxed atmosphere that makes for a 
very nice day. My only advice? Get there early.  
 
Our very own Laurie Ermentrout and Jay Sarver run this show with help 
from the George Heath Boy Scout Troop 610, and countless other 
volunteers at AGA Farms. This is the original location of the Vargo Dragway 
at 1333 Elephant Road, in Perkasie. They have graciously set up reserved 
parking for MHCC members with their Mopars.  
 
What this writer finds most interesting about this show is the sheer 
diversity of cars. I’ve been attending car shows since the late 1980s and I 
see vehicles at Vargo that I have never seen before.  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We all have “that” drawer The one with a bunch of different flashlights and work lights 
where batteries leaked, bulbs burned out…or you found out they just weren’t 
particularly helpful.

For years I fought with used one of those fluorescent tube work lights. It was at least two 
feet long,  never stayed where I put it, sometimes didn’t work and it gave me more 
frustration that it ever helped. It met it’s demise after turning off at an inopportune 
moment.  
 
This LED light caused all my old work lights to become second stringers.  
 
I guess I need to admit that I’m a bit of a tool snob. I often look at items from Harbor 
Freight with a jaundiced eye. While I’ve had some really bad items from HF, there have 
also a few real stand-outs. This is one of the stand-outs.  
 
This helpful LED light has an aluminum body and is charged with the included USB cable. 
While it doesn’t come with a dedicated charger, you can use almost any USB type charger 
that you may have for a cell phone or similar device. It has a very solid feel.  
 
This LED Braun work light supposedly runs for 11 hours on a charge. While I can’t say 
that I’ve seen it run that long without a recharge…it does have a long run time. Plus, 
there are two brightness modes on the large LED panel, as well as another LED at the 
end. This light also has a helpful magnetic bottom that is very strong. Perhaps the best 
feature of all is the fact that the actual LED portion is hinged, which means you can use 
the magnetic base and then angle the light into position.  
 
HF has regular sales so you can 
find this light at a cost lower than 
it’s regular price of $34.99. The 
problem is…they are often out of 
stock. I suppose that’s the mark of 
a good product that’s in demand.

cool tools!
Braun Folding LED Light

Picture at right shows Braun light’s 
magnetic base on the hood 

support of the Viper, with the LED 
panel at a 45 degree angle. Picture 
taken inside the garage during the 

day with the doors open. 
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Treasurer's Report, August 2018 
Submitted by Andy Dymek

MHCC Event Calendar 
Check our Facebook page for up to date information on 

other shows and events. 

MONTHLY MEETINGS:  
Every 2nd Monday, 7PM 
Lamberti’s Cucina, Feasterville  
Bustleton Avenue & Street Road  
 
 
TO BE ANNOUCED!!!  
MHCC Spring All Mopar Show 
Fred Beans Dodge Chrysler Jeep Ram  
Doylestown, PA  

Starting Treasury Balance:
Dues:  
Overage, July Meeting  
 
Balance:

$4494.81  
40.00  
26.00  

$4566.81

NOTE: Memberships paid via Paypal have a % in transaction fees taken, 
resulting in an uneven deposit.   

Coming Up In The Next Issue
• Cool Tool Product Review

• Member’s Mopar Feature

• Restoration Corner

• Collector Car Insurance Info

Sergio Marchionne  
June 17, 1952 - July 25, 2018 

Most recently the CEO of Fiat Chrysler,  Marchionne is reported to have died from complications after 
shoulder surgery, including two cardiac arrests. Cancer was widely reported as the cause, but never verified.

 Marchionne’s automotive career began on the Fiat Board of Directors in 2003, and appointed CEO in 
2004.

In 2009, Fiat bought a stake in Chrysler as they came out of bankruptcy and Marchionne was appointed 
CEO to replace Robert Nardelli.

Sergio is survived by his partner Manuela Battezzato, two adult sons, Alessio and Tyler as well as his former 
wife Orlandina.  

.

Yeah…those new challengers are hot!
This one got too hot.. 

A Hellcat owner who posts on YouTube by the screen name of FamilyCruisin, has a video posted of his Hellcat 
doing donuts in the snow, burnouts, shows the car on a dyno…even took decibel readings with drive-bys. He 
even videos the Chally as it burns. Yes…burns.  
 
In his commentary, he talks about how the car caught fire. He says the car wasn’t “acting right” and getting 
worse. He pulls over, smells gas…the engine’s ablaze!  The fire company comes and puts out the fire.  
 
He never mentions what happened, other than it was a new engine. As car folks…we all can empathize with this 
owner. 


