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From The Pres... 
Welcome to the September-October 2016 issue of “Under The Hood”.  
 
In this issue, another great member’s Mopar story (Thanks Bill!), coverage of our 9-11 show, tool review, 
tech tip and much more.  Also, a reminder that 2017 dues are now being accepted.  
 
As the show season draws to a close, it’s tough to put our cars away…but hopefully you’ll come to our 
Christmas Party and monthly meetings to help get your “Mopar Fix”!

                                                                         Till the next time… Matt Morris

Under The Hood 
Bill & Christine Hertneky’s 1970 Road Runner 

I always loved Mopars going back to my high school 
days.  Growing up outside of Pittsburgh, my hometown 
area was dominated by GM and Ford.  Mopar muscle 
cars were few and far between, so I ended up settling 
for a 67 Impala SS and then a 70 Firebird which were 
both purchased off of used car lots.  From there I took 
a completely different road and developed an interest 
in four wheel drive Jeeps, pick-ups and SUVs.  This 
interest ended up lasting for the next several decades 
culminating in buying a 2002 Dodge Ram 2500 that 
Christine and I ended up building into an award 
winning show truck that we named Ramzilla.  Showing 

it each year at various car/truck shows, including the 
All Chrysler Nationals, rekindled my desire to own a 
Mopar muscle car once again.  We started to search in 
earnest on the internet in 2009 and slowly narrowed 
down our choices over the next couple of years which 
drove Christine crazy as I wasn't able to find exactly 
what I wanted.  I knew that I wanted a high impact 
color with contrasting interior, big block engine, an 
original and unmolested car and hopefully with a 
numbers matching drive-line.  Not asking for too 
much, right? 

By Bill Hertneky
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BILL’S ROAD RUNNER  CONTINUED

About that time Graveyard Carz premiered 
and I completely fell in love with the 70 FC7 
Road Runner that they were featuring during 
season one.  That was it, game on! 

 Searching online I found our Road Runner in 
October of 2012 on an obscure website 
offered up by a private seller outside of 
Detroit.  I called on a Sunday night and when 
the guy answered, I asked if the car was still 
for sale, the line went silent for several 
seconds before he responded that it was. 

 After going through my punch list of questions an arrangement 
was made to have the car inspected by an independent third 
party.  My main goal was to verify the integrity/originality of the 
car and validate that it was indeed a numbers matching 440 Six 
Barrel engine and original torqueflite transmission.  The 
inspection and accompanying report took several weeks to be 

completed and once the car was validated 
to be everything that the owner said that it 
was a deal was struck to drive out to 
Michigan to see the car in person. 
 Christine and I met with Doug and his 
family at their house on a Saturday 
morning and after looking the car over we 
took the Road Runner out for a test drive. 
 As my bad luck would have it, it was an 
incredibly foggy morning which prevented 
me from really seeing how the car 
performed which would come back to 
haunt us later on.  We had brought a 
certified check along with us and after the 

test drive, if you could call it that, we sat down with 
Doug and his wife at their kitchen table to finalize the 
deal.  It was very apparent that Doug was struggling 
with letting the car go to the point that he had tears in 
his eyes.  It was then that I understood why he was 
speechless when I called several weeks before on that 
Sunday night as his wife explained that she was using 
the money to remodel and upgrade their kitchen. To 
this day I am certain that Doug chose that obscure 
website so that he could look his wife in the eye and 
say "Yes honey, I have the car for sale on the internet." 
as he was hoping that no one would ever find the ad.Top:   Factory FC7 In-Violet with white vinyl top and interior  

Second: The business office of Bill’s ‘runner.  
Third: Factory 440-6 Barrel equipped. (440-6 Pack for Dodge folks)  
Bottom: Restyled for 1970, the Belvedere series has a one year only look.  

So...how did this car get chosen?  We select a 
member’s name at random…and feature one of 

that member’s cars. 
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We arranged to have the car shipped back home in an 
enclosed trailer as winter was setting in and I didn't 
want to take any chances driving the car 9 hours 
without it having gone over from one end to the other 
by my local mechanic.  That ended up being a very wise 
decision as the engine, which was rebuilt in the late 80s, 
was about ready to give up the ghost.  After driving the 
car a few times, and continually getting stuck on the 
side of the road due to fuel issues, I scheduled an 
appointment to have the car looked as by none other 
than Ray Barton whose shop is only 20 minutes down 
the road.  That is when I got the bad news that the 
machine shop that rebuilt the engine did not use the 
proper upgraded components necessary for a six barrel 
set-up.  I authorized Ray to rebuild the motor for use on the street and not as full blown 
race car which of course is his specialty.  When Ray and his team were 
down working their magic the engine pulled a little over 500 hp on 
the dyno and had even more torque with a new steel crank, original 
connecting roads, slight re-bore, Diamond pistons, custom ground cam 
and cleaned up stock heads.  The intake and 2 of the 3 carbs are 
original to the car as well as the exhaust manifolds.

After we got the car back on the road we had the very good fortune 
of meeting Dave Ferro, owner of Totally Auto located outside of Philly, 
after the car was hit from behind while sitting at a red light.  Luckily, 
especially for the young kid who ran into the Road Runner, the only 
thing that had to be replaced was the rear bumper which is the only 
non-original part on the body as it retains it's original factory sheet 
metal.  Over the next several years we worked with Dave to have the 
front end and heater box rebuilt and also upgraded to an OE style 
front disc brake conversion.  We also purchased and installed new 
wheels, tires and leaf springs along with many small odds and ends to keep the car 
looking like the day it rolled off the assembly line at the St. Louis plant on Tuesday, 
September 23, 1969.  

The car came with a fair amount of documentation, 
including a near mint build sheet, to the point that we 
know that the car was originally sold somewhere in 
Colorado and at one point went into an extended period 
of storage which saved the body, but ended up freezing up 
the engine, hence the rebuild at the machine shop in the 
Denver area back in 1988.  It also came with with pictures 
of when the car was stripped down to bare metal in 1989 
and repainted with a fresh coat of FC7 In Violet Metallic. 
 From Colorado it went to a new owner in Michigan prior 
to Doug purchasing the car in 2002.  I would guess that we 
are either the fourth or perhaps the fifth owner.  Some 
other interesting facts about the car are that is it one of 
only 433 Hardtops with the 440 six barrel and TorqueFlite, 
has the A36 High Performance Axle package (8 3/4 Sure Grip with 3.55s), maintains it's original vinyl top, was 
rustproofed from the factory/dealer and came equipped with Air Grabber, hood pins and AM radio w/8-track player 
which still works!.

We absolutely love and enjoy driving the Road runner, so any plans of a full/partial restoration or even fresh paint are 
still a few years down the road as the car still looks pretty darn nice and continues to get compliments and turn 
heads wherever we go.  We also have added some modern Mopar muscle to our garage; Christine's 2010 Furious 
Fuschia SRT8 Challenger (NOT PINK) and my 2007 Sublime Charger Daytona (GLO STIK) along with our 2002 lifted 
Jeep Grand Cherokee.  Here at the Hertneky house we believe that it's Mopar Or No Car!

BILL’S ROAD RUNNER  CONTINUED
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We recently took a trip to Washington, DC to see (among other things) a few of the Smithsonian 
Museums.

David Smithson, a British scientist (Died in 1829) left 
a large part of his wealth to a nephew. Smithson's will 
stated that if the nephew has no children, the money 
would be left to the United States. The nephew died 
with no children. There's quite a story on how the 
funds wound up in the states and were used to built 
the Smithsonian Castle...but that's for another time.

Our first stop was the Smithsonian Castle. 
Completed in 1855, this is now the visitor's center for 
the museums and a worthy stop on it's own.

Next up, the American History Museum. I had been 
anxious to visit there and was glad to finally see in person one 
of George Washington's uniforms, the hat Abraham Lincoln was 
wearing the night he visited Ford's Theatre and of course,  
Archie and Edith's chairs from the set of All In The Family.

However, I lingered longest in a transportation area that showed 
planes, trains, automobiles, trucks and things that were 
connected to same. OK, OK...what about the Mopars?

In a display set to show a lane merge complete with 
motorcycle officer was an early K Car minivan. Perhaps 
not a flashy car, but certainly a vehicle that changed the 
way many folks drive.

Around another corner is a display of children waiting 
for their school bus. Not any kind of bus mind you, but a 
1938 Dodge school bus. Beautifully restored and 
presented.

Finally a display of a salesman speaking with a young 
woman at a traveler's cottage...the predecessor of the modern motel. A 
1939 Plymouth coupe is parked alongside the cottage.

Another interesting artifact was a vehicle service lift from the 1920s. 
While there was no info provided on the lift, it had two ramps on which 
to park a vehicle and a hand cranked geared wheel to rotate the vehicle 
for servicing. (Shown on the lift is a Ford Model T.)

The Smithsonian American History Museum is certainly worth a trip...but 
finding some Mopars there made it even better!

Mopars at the Smithsonian…Really!
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See Us On Facebook!
Our MHCC Facebook page is a great way to stay 

in contact with other members between meetings and 
events.  Next time you're on Facebook, search for 
Mopar Heritage Car Club.  

Vargo-go-go-go!
Coverage in the next issue, but MHCC members 

were treated to reserved parking at the tremendous 
Vargo Dragway Show. Thanks to members Laurie and 
Jay for their hospitality.  
 
 
Fred Beans Spring Show! 

The date is set, May x, for the 2017 edition of our 
Spring show at Fred Beans Dodge Chrysler Jeep Ram. 
Save the date and pass the word! 
 
 
New Challengers Rumored for 2017!

Some new Challengers are rumored for 2017. First, 
an ADR wide body version with the Hellcat power 
train. Also, the new Challenger GT AWD. Yep, “AWD” 
stands for All Wheel Drive..but with a V6.

 
How Many Hellcats? 
 
The numbers are in…Dodge built a total of 16,020 
Hellcats for the 2016 model year. 11,995 Challengers 
and 4,025 Chargers. That’s a lot of horsepower on the 
street!

 
ANOTHER RUN of T-Shirts and now 
Sweatshirts!

Please contact Matt if you’d 
like more t-shirts or a crew or 
hoodie sweatshirt. We just met 
the minimum. If you’d like or need 
to meet a minimum let’s get our 
order together! 

 
Important Dates in Mopar History 
Compiled by Celeste Morris 

September 24, 1909  
Virgil Exner born.

September 26, 1974  
“Post War ’74” held at Carlisle Fairgrounds. The 
beginning of Carlisle events. Chrysler event to 
eventually follow.

October 15, 1924  
Lido Anthony Iacocca born.  
 
October 25, 1864  
John Francis Dodge born.

 
 
Say it Ain’t So Sergio! Part II.

It’s official. Effective December 18, 2016, the Walter 
P. Chrysler Museum will be no more.

Opened in 1999, it was closed due to financial 
concerns in 2012. The museum re-opened in June of 
2016 and has been open only limited hours.

FCA plans to turn the space into office space and 
say that the closing and reuse of the building has 
nothing to with money…it’s all about space.

If you want to see it before it’s all over, it will be 
open the weekends of November 19-20 and December 
17-18.

Odds & Ends
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Wheel weights (most of the time) are essential to tires to keep them balanced, help them wear properly, and 
prevent that annoying shimmy that you feel on your steering wheel when your wheels are out of balance.  In a rare 
instance, sometimes you get tires that balance out perfectly fine and do not need the corrective measures of wheel 
weights on the rim.   Back when our antiques were made, DOT regulations required the factory to allow a maximum 
of 1 1/2 oz per wheel and it had to be on the inside of the rim.  How many of us have a 1969 model with that one 
year only trim ring for the road wheels only to have our wheels balanced and have the mechanic put the weights on 
the inside and outside lips of the rim only to find that the weight is in the exact same place as the one of the four 
trim ring mounting clips.  Again, back in 1969, that would not have been an issue for the factory since they put the 
weights on the inside lip of the rim.  Modern regulations have either gotten more relaxed that manufacturers are 
allowed to put weights on the outside and inside lips of the rims or stick on weights are used. 

Today, cars primarily have alloy rims which have different profiles that weights need to contour to.  Back in the 50s, 
60s, and 70's, 90% of all rims were made out of steel which allowed for one profile design.  However, while they 
were all the same profile, there were different suppliers of these lead weights.  Depending on which plant your car 
was assembled at and even depending on they year, your car could have had any type of these different supplied 
weights.     

Below is just a brief description of how they appeared and what kind of markings were on the weights from various 
suppliers: 

1)  "Diamond" LH -  This appears to be the most commonly supplied weight between 1968-1973.  This supplier is 
easily identified by the LH inside of a sideways diamond logo.  These were used on almost (if not every) body style 
during these years.  The weight has a 4 digit number as well as the actual weight in ounces. 

2)  DF - Have been found on 1971-1974 A bodies primarily with the weight being called out in ounces and grams. 

3)  "Bear head" - The supplier is unknown, but there is a picture of a teddy bear head on the weight.  This weight 
has been found on 1964-1967 models and appears to have been quite common.  Other identifiers on it is a single 
letter code and the weight molded in ounces. 

4)  MICRO - Supplier is Micro and only other identifiable markings is the weight called out in ounces.  These have 
been found primarily on B,C,M, and P bodied cars.   

5)  S/C -  The supplier is S/C (unknown what it stands for) and has been found on a lot of models during the 
1967-1970 years.  One distinguishing characteristic of this weight is that the ounces are molded as fractional form.

Presented by 
Brian KapralRestoration Corner

weight just a minute…another concours detail many overlook!
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Heck..this is a no-tech - tech tip!

C  

As you all know, removing an oil filter 
can be a sloppy job. When I had my 440 
powered 1970 b-body, I hated pulling 
the filter because of the mess it made all 
over the K-Frame. I finally developed a 
trick to keep the K-Frame clean while 

removing the oil filter. 

Fast forward many years, and a 
similar problem arises on the ’96 Viper RT/10. For this one 
year only, one model only, the oil filter makes a mess 
when being removed. But there’s a trick….  
 
Aluminum foil to the rescue! Using some inexpensive 
aluminum foil, make a "ramp" to direct the oil around 
frame members, lines, etc and into the drain pan. The foil 
is flexible enough to shape but stiff enough to stay in 
place. When done, simply ball up the foil and discard. 

Bonus Low-Tech Oil Filter Tip! 
After the filter has been loosened and the oil has flowed 
out....slide a zip-lock bag over the filter. Once the filter is 
completely unscrewed....close the bag and take the filter 
from the car. Lots less mess!

LOW TECH - TECH TIP!

Is there any end to these No-tech” tips? 
A roll of landscape plastic is a great way to avoid a big mess on your garage floor or 
workplace.  
 
Before beginning work, roll out enough 
landscape plastic to cover your work area. Then 
pull the car in on top.  
 
As you work, rust, grease, oil, coolant…you 
name it…will land on the plastic. When the job 
is complete…simply roll up the plastic and 
discard. Also works well on your workbench, 
or any other space when doing sloppy work. 
No more lengthy clean up!  



NEWSLETTER OF THE MHCC   SEPT-OCTOBER 2016

 PAGE  8

cruisin’ for a cause…success!!!
Every member of the MHCC can feel 

proud of what we achieved in helping a 
worthy charity with our 9-11 Auto Show.

Let’s get right to the result. When the final tally was 
made, we were able to send a total of $1447.69 to 
the Bucks County Heroes Scholarship Fund. One 
show entrant donated a check for $500, Havis, Inc. 
was generous by providing a check for $100. Many 

other entrants and spectators also gave to the 
cause.  
 

Thanks to everyone who played a part in this event. 
We were able to enjoy a great day at the park and 

help a worthy cause!  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DODGE VIPER 
A Hisssstory on America’s Real Supercar, Part 2 

As we pick up our story, the Viper concept car has been displayed at the North American Auto Show and is a hit! 
Viper’s first official duty, prior to being a production car is to pace the Indianapolis 500 in 1991. A Dodge 
Stealth was originally slated to do this duty, but complaints from the UAW over having a 
Japanese built car pace this famous race caused the last minute change. A pre-production 
Viper is used driven by none other than Carroll Shelby!  

The production Viper RT/10 went on sale in 1992. With an all aluminum, 8.0L (488ci) V10 
engine and 6 speed manual transmission, Viper was capable of 0-60 in 4.5 seconds, could cover the 1/4 

mile in less than 13 seconds, top out at 
165mph, and reach .96g on the skidpad. 
Here was a car with supercar performance 
from Dodge! It’s important to remember that 
at that time Chrysler was building the Dynasty,  
Acclaim, LeBaron, and other decidedly not-performance cars.  
 
Also important to remember is that Viper’s competition were 
cars like Porsche, Corvette and Acura’s NSX…all far more 
polished than Viper. These cars had modern technology while 
Viper RT/10s didn’t even have roll-up windows or outside 
door handles! Anti-Lock brakes? Nope! Just performance with 
a sledge hammer.  Viper flat crushed the competition in 
performance and Dodge had no problem selling every RT/10 
built in 1992.  
 
Slight changes and updates occurred from 1992 to 1995 on 
RT/10 with air-conditioning going from “not-available” to 
“dealer installed” to a factory option, expanded exterior 
colors (red, green, yellow & black) and two interior colors. 
These are the cars considered ‘“Generation 1” Vipers.

In 1996, with a new coupe version coming as well as a move 
to a new factory, the 1996 RT/10 was considerably changed 
with 3 limited edition versions. Rear exit exhaust made it’s 
first appearance which allowed a better flowing exhaust and a 

15 horsepower increase. The suspension too 
was upgraded with the new coupe’s suspension. 
Three unique color schemes, black with silver 
stripes; red with yellow emblems and wheels, 
and white with blue stripes. These later became 
known as “Generation 1.5” as they’re not quite 
Gen1 or Gen 2 but a mix of both. Just as the 
Viper roadsters were conceived in the same 
vein as the original A.C. Shelby Cobras…..a 
new Viper coupe was on it’s 
way….again….similar to a Cobra….
(More next time!)  

VIPER RT/10 
PRODUCTION 

1992-1996  
1992 285 
1993 1043 
1994 3083 
1995 577 
1996 721

Top: 1994 Viper RT/10. 1992-1995 are very similar with color and presence or lack of quarter panel mounted 
antenna to tell them apart.  
Second: 1996 Viper RT/10. One of the 231 built in black with “one year only” stripes, wheels and interior.  
Bottom Left: 1996 Viper “non-airbag” interior.  
Right: Gen 1 Viper V-10. This, a 1996 model rated at 415HP, 495 pd ft of torque.
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Craftsman Universal Max Axess Mechanic’s Tool Set 

Some folks are always 
looking for that perfect tool kit 
for the car or trailer.  Ya know, 
one that’s not too big…in a 
case…easy to store and carry.  
Unfortunately, having what you 
really need and portability don’t 
always go hand in hand.

I was recently given a tool 
set that truly is revolutionary 
and well worth your 
consideration.

This Craftsman Max Axess 
set has a unique pass-through 
design that allows use on both 
short or long fasteners, so you don’t have to swap between deep and shallow sockets. Plus, the 
sockets are made with universal splines that can be used on bolts or nuts with 4, 6 or 12 points; 
external Torx fasteners as well as partially rounded off nuts and bolts.

The pictured kit comes with 1/4 and 3/8 ratchets and extensions; adapters; SAE & metric sockets; 
driver bits and more all in a molded case.

This kit has proved invaluable to me as it’s easy to grab and 
go…yet be prepared for just about any type of repair or 
adjustment. Nicely made, and backed by the Craftsman Forever 
Warranty. 

cool tools!

Top:
58 piece kit  

 
Left:  

Spline Design 
Socket 
 

Right:  
Open Design 
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Treasurer's Report, November 2016 
Submitted by Andy Dymek

Car Show & Cruise Calendar  
Compiled by Bill Koehler  

Also check our Facebook page for recent additions 
EVENTS IN RED ARE MHCC EVENTS  

Allentown Autorama  
January 21, 22, 23, 2017  

SAVE THE DATE!!! 
May 7, 2017  
MHCC Spring All Mopar Show 
Fred Beans Dodge Chrysler Jeep Ram  
Doylestown, PA  
 
 
Cars & Coffee  
Old Forge Motorcars, Lansdale  
Every Saturday Morning, Regardless of Weather  
8AM to Noon 

 
 

Starting Treasury Balance:
Meeting Dinner Bill:  
Advertising Flyer Printing:  
Dues:
 

 
Ending Balance 

$2009.18  
$-26  

-46.22  
120.00  

 
 

$2056.96

NOTE: Memberships paid via Paypal have a % in transaction fees taken, 
resulting in an uneven deposit  

Be There or Be Square….MHCC After Christmas Party! 

January 14 is the day…the Dymek residence on Pulinski Road is the place.  Same 
as last year, everyone brings a dish to share…and the club pays for beverages. 
 
An email will be sent. Please respond with a head count and what you’d like to 
bring. 
 
This was a GREAT time last year…and we want YOU to come and celebrate with 
us!

Coming Up In The Next Issue

• Cool Tool Product Review

• Member’s Mopar Feature

• Restoration Corner

• More Viper History

• Vargo Show Coverage

MHCC T-Shirts & Sweatshirts! 
Pease contact Matt if you’d like 

more t-shirts or a crew or hoodie 
sweatshirt.  

ATTENTION MEMBERS!
2017 MHCC dues are now due.

 
We lowered the dues to $20 in 2016. We can accept 
payments via Paypal or personal check. We also gladly 
accept cash in person at a meeting or other event.  
 
There’s a lot planned for 2017 and we want you to play a 
part! 
 
If you have already renewed…thank you!! 


